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Carville consultant psychiatry, Dr. 
Miller (seated) talking over with resident 
staffer Dr. Norman Lewis, Jr. 


The author has been consultant 


_psychiatry the U.S. Public Health 


Service Hospital Carville, Louisiana, 


since 1955. that time has had the 


opportunity interview and examine 
many old and new patients and hear 
fact and fiction about 
The hospital com- 
munity extremely complex one 
and affords the investigator, whatever 
his professional inclinations, oppor- 
tunity study processes pertinent 
his own discipline along 
meters. hoped that the following 
comments which reflect some the 
author’s observations Carville will 
stimulate others investigate but 
nothing more think more critically 
about people with leprosy. 


should state the outset that the 
medical officer charge the hospital 
and his staff are engaged intensive 
effort break down educational 
and rehabilitative programs the various 
psychopathological 
described. 


The psychiatry leprosy must 
approached terms its history since 
one can see the crystallization and 
perpetuation the prejudice about 


safe say, virtue the in- 
vestigations Biblical scholars, many 
whom are physicians and experts 
the disease, that leprosy 
disease, know today, not the 
same leprosy that one reads about 
the Bible. 


The Hebrew word, zaraath, which 
literally means “one that stricken 
was used describe various 
conditions uncleanliness gross 
permanent type both men and 
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cleanliness cultural sense and cer- 
tainly not contagion know to- 
day. This borne out the refer- 
ences cleansing such conditions 
zaraath rather than healing them 
they manifested themselves among men. 
Included under this generic term were 
various skin conditions, one which 
would fit our present day diagnostic 
criteria for Hansen’s disease. The laws 
governing the cleansing conditions 
zaraath were applicable only the 
Jews the community, thereby point- 
ing further the primarily religious 
and/or cultural nature this term. 


When the Hebrew testament was 
translated into Alexander Greek 100 
B.C. the Greek word, lepra, was used 
the Greek equivalent for zaraath. 
This word, lepra, had been used 
writings attributed Hippocrates 
refer vague group scaley con- 
ditions the skin regarded having 
serious importance. When the Latin 
vulgate translation the Bible was 
made Galen had already precisely de- 
scribed the condition now know 
leprosy and had termed elephantiasis 
graecorum. This was overlooked the 
translators and the Greek word, lepra, 
was carried over into the Latin lepro- 
sy. With it, unfortunately also, was 
carried over the Biblical connotation 
which became intertwined with all 
further thinking about the disease. 


Also, because the archaic concepts 
regarding contagion, the 
flicted with leprosy, the word that is, 
was cruelly and ignorantly treated dur- 
ing the Middle, Ages. Various mystical 
rites expulsion and banishment from 
the community were carried out. The 
rites England are most dramatically 
described and included among other 
things the having dig grave, 
being symbolically buried it, being 
excommunicated from the community 
and having wear prescribed clothing, 
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speak whispers, and announce his 
approach community with clappers 
make his identity obvious 


The heritage leprosy then 
ignominious one, arising out 
rate translations the Bible and the 
application archaic concepts dis- 
ease. Superadded these factors were 
the observations the people who 
noted the chronicity and deformi- 
ties left the disease and who, without 
the benefit modern scientific method, 
concluded that the disease was one 
filth and high contagion, besides, 
course, being abhorent from 
torical standpoint. The consequence 
such heritage has been isolate, 
whatever psychological cost, the in- 
dividual with leprosy. 


This heritage with today and 
both active and passive, conscious and 
unconscious forms the reactions 
the public, the personnel working with 
patients and, course, the patients 
themselves. 


obvious reflection the public’s 
attitude found such phenomen- 
the violent and successful 
ance the people Kenner, com- 
munity adjacent New Orleans, 
efforts establish new hospital there 
for the treatment and study patients 
quence this resistance the site finally 
chosen for the establishment hos- 
pital was not near the city New 
Orleans but about miles the 
Mississippi River, the community 
Carville Iberville parish. The use 
the word “leper” nonspecific 
generic sense further testifies the 
ignorance and prejudice the minds 
the public with which surrounds 
the actual illness. 


Medical personnel attitudes, although 
course more subtle, also reflect these 
feelings. The “hazardous duty” 
ceived the past the 
hospital obviously implied that work 
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with patients with leprosy was that 
above and beyond the normal 
duty. The tardiness with which 
demiologic efforts were instituted 
study the illness provokes the inference, 
that was felt that the disease 
was better left denied. The standard 
practice the past the personnel 
asking newly admitted patient what 
name was going use while the 
hospital, obviously anything, re- 
flects the personnel’s attitude toward 
the patient and his illness. Interesting- 
the first five hundred patients 
admitted the USPHS Hospital, 248 
did fact use assumed names. 


And suppose the 
originally sponsoring the treatment 
_dizing the patient’s treatment 
general for instance, further 
confirmed the feeling both the 
public and patients that 
should isolated. 


say that the public and medical 
personnel are exclusively responsible 
for the perpetuation these age old 
feelings about leprosy would unjust. 
For the patient group there can 
seen just intense need, not more 
so, isolate and conceal themselves. 


doubt process obtaining many 
patients when diagnosed having lep- 
rosy their attempt explain them- 
selves some rational basis why they 
alone the family were afflicted, 
view ofttimes known previous 
contacts and view often the es- 
sentially similar life experiences 
other members the family. their 
own previous knowledge leprosy 
one can speculate that their ex- 
planations would involve 
ation the disease’s having been ac- 
quired because some wrong doing 
their part. Intensifying this feeling 
badness the patient’s being re- 
moved from his family, home and com- 
munity, and being sent away Car- 
ville. Most patients confide only 
few relatives about their illness and the 
relatives are hard put answer 
inquiries from other relatives and 
friends who wonder about the patient’s 
sudden departure and prolonged ab- 
sence from the family and community. 
This mute testimony the feelings 
guilt and self disparagement felt 
patients and their relatives being 
diagnosed having the disease, spite 
factual information about the illness 
often given them their physician 
the time diagnosis. 


addition the worries arising 
out this almost racially unconscious 
view concerning leprosy are the real- 

istic ones about how the wife and chil- 


dren will fare during the absence the 
breadwinner. Further guilt felt 
many when, admission 
the hospital, they learn that their 
basic needs for physical comfort will 
met for long they are hospital- 
ized, however long that may be, while 
those their families may not. 


Compounding this conflict that the 
patient feels the fact that often 
can neither see nor feel enough physi- 
cal evidence the disease justify, 
his own mind, his having hospital- 
ized all. The many extreme ways 
which patients attempt exist- 
ence their disease are pathetic re- 
flections the turmoil raging within 
them. 


the patient comes accept the 
necessity for hospitalization adapts, 
his own way, the hospital com- 
munity. One pervasive 
encing the trends adaptation that 
the guilt and badness which feels 
himself. Emotional 
from the family which has left be- 
hind modulates this somewhat. This 
isolation fostered the patient com- 
munity which allows re- 
tensely the present and conform rigid- 
the hospital culture, the ex- 
clusion mores familiar 
him from his past. Forgetting the past 
and the emotionally charged 
people dulls the longing which 
the patient feels for them. Since the 
future doubt and fantasies about 
must include family and friends the 
patient also, effect, pushed back 
into the. present. 


The manner with which 
the “outsider” ordinarily regarded 
understandable terms the pa- 
tient’s his own felt badness 
people outside the patient com- 
munity. The outsider, effect, may 
member the staff the visitor 
the hospital. 


Fortunately, today, 
prevented ‘least stayed for long 
that the patient need not 
face the prospect blindness, disfigure- 
ment and cutaneous sensory loss with 
the attendant isolation that this brings. 
The emotionally crippling effects 
the leprosy experience, however, are re- 
flected the fears with which the 
patient faces discharge 
pital. 


Such feelings have been dramatically 
recorded the book titled “No One 


former patient Carville who 
parently still carries the burden her 
own guilt about her illness. There are, 


however, many former patients who, 
virtue their psychological 
tative efforts have been able return 
their communities free the need 
conceal themselves. This very well 
described letter from Mrs. Gertrude 
Hornbostel THE STAR, patient 
publication Carville, giving her 
opinion about Betty Martin’s book. Mrs. 
Hornbostel, you probably recall, with 
her husband, Major 
chieved degree national prominence 
some years back when she was patient 
the Public Health Service Hospital. 
would like quote some excerpts 
from her letter. 


“No One Must Ever Know”, the story 
two mental prisoners who have forged their 
own iron bars their fear being dis- 
covered when good psychiatrist would 
dissolve and give them the courage 
tace and people with their experi- 
ences. accomplish being accepted 
their neighbors they should saturate local 
libraries, churches, etc. with THE STAR, 
pave the way for understanding the 
people around them and then let the cat 
out the bag. Their fear discovery keeps 
them constant mental turmoil and nerves. 
believe that fear great factor pre- 
venting proper utilization and digestion 
their food, thus necessitating continued use 
Diasone. feel the exact opposite what 
they feel where their safety lies. The 
truth shall make you free. Wherefore 
have confession the Catholic church and 


‘psychiatrists are able make good living. 


make point let all newcomers know 
about myself. was here first. have 
intention selling home, new 
neighbors don’t like the idea living near 
and have acquired hundreds new 
neighbors since moved here from Carville 
and new home developments sprang all 
around me. feel that they don’t want 
live here let them sell their house. Not that 
this has ever happened. just feelings 
the 


These excerpts, opinion, clearly 
point the psychiatry leprosy, which, 
essence, involves helping 
tients come out psychological iso- 
lation and hiding and preventing such 
patients the future from suffering 
the slings and arrows outrageous 
past. 


Early diagnosis and prompt treatment 
the heart the control program 
Hansen’s disease. Professional groups 
such medical societies, nurses, medi- 
cal and nursing students, etc., are urged 
write to: 

PHS Communicable Disease Center 

P.O. Box 185 
Chamblee, Georgia 
and book the film “Recognition 
Leprosy”. The film available 
charge, except return postage. 

The average patient entering this hos- 
pital has had the disease for five years 
more. Don’t let this happen the 
fellow! 
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carving special niche for himself 
improving himself, improving the 
hospital and the same time doing 
what loves do. 

Hays White, native Kansas, 
came Carville October, 1959, 
suffering from the neural type Han- 
sen’s disease. While hospitalization 
interrupted his formal education 
horticulture, has made the best 
bad situation and now Uncle 
payroll for three hours work per day 
work doesn’t when the pay does. 
growing garden between the Protes- 
tant and Catholic chapels here. These, 
says, are for everyone, with one 
small reservation that wants the 
one pick them. 


The man something rever- 
ence for plants, saying, figure that 
when out growing plant, come 
nearer creativeness than any other 
way. When anything goes wrong with 
plant, don’t think its 
fault, but mine.” 

Mr. White has made section maps 
the entire hospital grounds showing the 
location every tree 
them. also gives report each 
saying whether has insects fungus 
and so, recommends control meas- 
ure. considers the grounds here 
beautiful and says there are thousands 
and thousands dollars worth trees 
shrubs here many varieties. 


The greenhouse near the Catholic chapel 
the grounds has been made 
available Hays White and spends 
much time it. 

While the South Louisiana climate 
conductive lush growth, also 
ideal for several enemies which White 
combats. There are wonderful gardenia 
bushes here, says, but they don’t 
bloom because they are infested with 
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here working his rose garden. 


fungus- and insects. The Spanish moss 
which abounds the giant oaks here 
also viewed with some alarm White. 
impressive some people, says, 
but actually parasite which will 
eventually kill the tree which 
lives. Some the oaks here must 
centuries old, thinks, but their 
lower limbs are now dead, victims 
the moss. 


“Johnson grass and don’t get along,” 
White says the subject noxious 
plants. Too, there nut grass coco 
which has found here and “just 
about every kind bug there 
“It’s entomologist’s de- 
clares. 

Hays White was 
ture California Polytechnic Institute 
Pomona, before coming Carville, 
and consider himself expert 
until has his B.S. and M.S. degrees 
which intends complete after 
leaving the hospital. plans leave 
sometime the not too distant future 
after certain corrective surgery has been 
and says, “That’s one kind bug 
they have never been able find 


his case the bacillus 
cannot demonstrated skin scrap- 
ings. probably locked the 
nerve, but, White says that 1953, 
when doctors first suspected might 
have HD, they made biopsy and 
couldn’t find the elusive germ. 


was probably sent Carville because 


Hays White feels that, “Lovely flowers are the smiles God’s goodness”. shown 


clinical signs and symptoms, and for 
reconstructive surgery. has “drop 
foot” which attributes mild case 
polio, but this condition can also 


manifestation the neural type 
HD. 


The gardenia his favorite plant. 
His favorite person his wife, about 
whom says, “I’m partial her”. 
Mrs. White native Brazil and 
they met while was working South 
America. She attractive and 
charming person and has come Car- 
ville twice visit her husband. She 
lives California with their daughter. 
When asked name the most inter- 
almost around the world 
worked countries), White again 
named, “my wife”. 

White maintains outlook obvi- 
ous credit anyone with Hansen’s 
disease any other disability. But, 
his hopeful spirit even re- 
markable when one considers that 
lost arm Saudi Arabia while 
working for construction company. 
was heavy equipment operator, 
and says, lost argument with 
rock crushing also in- 
curred painful back injury. 


spite all these things, 
looking the future with unwavering 
confidence. plans return Cali- 
fornia Polytechnic and obtain his de- 
grees horticulture. 

might all take notes how 
live from Hays White, horticulturist 
and exceptional person. 
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American Dentist Visits Aiseien 
National Hospital Japan 


Bruce Douglas, D.D.S. Fulbright Professor Oral Surgery, Okayama University Medical School, 


Okuyama, Japan. 


Front row, (I. r.) Dr. Takashima, Dr. Watanabe, Dr. and Mrs. Douglas and member 


administrative staff. 


Back row Dr. Hidaka, member administrative staff, Mr. Tsuruzaki, and head nurse. 


dentist, was invited, shortly 
after arrival Okayama Universi- 
Medical School, see the few re- 
maining cases oral leprosy Aise- 
ien. Aiseien means “place where life 
loved”. name could more 
appropriate for leprosarium, espe- 
cially these days when leprosy can 
cured and bearers the scars 
what has come known Hansen’s 
disease can return society. 


learned that Japan patients with 
leprosy are interned number 
government leprosariums law, where 
they must remain until they have been 
cured. Being cured leprosy not 
like being cured pneumonia 
appendicitis. 


Great caution exerted 
nouncing patient fit return so- 
ciety, mainly because the social prob- 
lems and the tragic record recurren- 
ces. Experienced leprologists are always 
aware the highly superstitious 
ciety into which they must discharge 
cured patients. 


Aiseien 1,730 these patients 
live and work together. 
sarium located lovely island 
Japan’s Inland Sea, which attractive 
enough vacation resort. Naga- 


shima Island” English) 
reached neat government-owned 
launch through wide channel, about 
two miles long, which dotted 
picturesque oyster nets. 


The institution divided into 
staff and patient sections, separated 
simple wooden bridge. The patient 
section, course, makes the huge 
bulk the leprosarium. stranded 
sailor happened land Nagashima, 
would find typical Japanese scene, 
different from many other areas 
Okayama Prefecture, except for the 
patients themselves. 


The patients live the simple style 
which the great majority are ac- 
customed. Those who can work so, 
frequently the same trades before 
internment. Each patient receives 
small stipend from the government and 
those who work are paid for their labor- 
little sure, but enough provide 
them with “pocket 
patients have been able save consider- 
able sums money while Aiseien, 
especially highly skilled and able 
continue work. 


wife, colleague, Professor 
Yoshio Watanabe, the head nurse, and 
two members the administrative staff 


walked around the island with me, 
saw and talked many patients. The 
appearance the patients depended 
greatly their ages. Older men and 
women afflicted with leprosy are usu- 
ally badly maimed. 


Some have only one leg, many are 
blind, others show the leprous scars 
severe granulomatous eruptions 
their faces, large number have severe- 
contracted and absorbed fingers, and 
they all some extent have marked 
curvatures the spine. These symp- 
toms are sometimes considered, even 
many doctors, the symptoms 
leprosy; but this not anymore. 
Many years ago this was the picture 
the patient afflicted with leprosy; but 
also saw many young boys walking 
down the road which walked, 
carrying school books their way 
home from school. These youngsters 
are also the victims leprosy, but they 
look outwardly normal every respect. 
Although blessed with one the worst 
scourges mankind, they are still 
fortunate that they contracted leprosy 
generation when cure available. 


nationally known, Dr. Kensuke Mitsuda 
and Mr. Fumio Tanaka, President 
Aisei-patients self-government. 


Yet while they are spared the physical 
pain and anguish, they are still destined 
suffer from emotional and social de- 
bility for the rest their lives. 
ironic may seem, the fact that 
physical cure now 
tutes only small the victory 
over leprosy. The lack knowledge 
which common among people the 
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“outside world” often makes remaining 
the leprosarium more tolerable than 
returning 


one sense, once person 
leprosy longer has home. The 
home knew has been blessed with 
the stigma superstition that prevails 
many areas the world. The family 
left behind often shunned. Even 
the understanding, sympathetic, and 
intelligent members the community 
take few steps backward when they 
hear the name the disease for the 
first time reference someone they 
know. Leprosy word that most 
people want avoid and lepers are 
human beings whom all people want 
avoid. 


Therefore, the Aiseien 
are not jovial group.-The more in- 
telligent patients are probably 
informed about the nature their 
disease than the doctor. They 
know how little known about leprosy. 
They know that one knows yet how 
the disease acquired; and, while 
only mildly infectious, that the in- 
cubation period extremely long, 
sometimes. years. 


Interestingly enough, leprosy seems 
endemic only certain specific 
geographical areas. Even though re- 
markable discovery has saved innumer- 
able lives all over the world and spared 
countless others misery and pain, 
one has yet discovered the means 
removing the emotional scars that the 
mere contraction the disease causes. 
Only the religious missionaries who 
have found their way leprosariums 
around the world have been able 
succeed giving hope where medical 
science has often failed. 


Some Facts About Aiseien 


The father leprology Japan 
Dr. Kensuke Mitsuda, whose name 
known around the world. was the 
first director Aiseien when began 
1930, and was the driving force be- 
hind its establishment. enshrined 
the island, even life, im- 
posing bust that was donated the 
patients themselves. 


lives not far from Aiseien and 
now his eighth decade. Dr. Shigetaka 
Takashima presently the director and 
handling the gigantic task running 
the sanitarium while also serving 
one the few medical consultants 
the staff. What the institution lacks 
funds and personnel, has spirit 
and determination. had open and 
conduct its own school nursing 
order maintain adequate nursing 
staff, which now numbers 82. Yet; 
spite physical inadequacies, Aiseien, 
blessed with advances drug therapy, 
goes into the ‘60’s far better spirit 
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than entered the previous decade. 


see that there are hardly any signs 
“oral leprosy”, once fairly common 
patients only require routine dental 
care, which they get from soft-spoken, 
courageous little man, Dr. Toyozo Hid- 
aka. Some the patients with 
the only complete Japanese 
know could take their 


The patients Aiseien retain the 
shyness the culture which they 
are part. The Japanese custom 
living the realm the immediate 
present makes their lives more bearable. 
most them leaving their ‘fellow 
sufferers unthinkable. Cured not 
cured, many the patients, feeling 
better than any time their sorrow- 
ful lives, are quite resigned spending 
the rest their days Aiseien. 


Mrs. Douglas saying good-bye the 
students after lecturing English conver- 
sation. Dr. Douglas standing background. 


Returning Aiseien 


The most touching experience for 
wife and myself was visit the 
island’s high school, where the students 
looked almost like boys and girls 
any other Japanese high school. Some 
them, the throes learning Eng- 
lish, tried boldly strike conver- 
sation with us. left, they called 
after please come back again. 
looked each other and knew 
that had return. These young- 
sters had been let down many times 
their short lives that knew 
could not again replied, 
“Mata Aimasho” (“We will see you 


loaded down with presents, Santa 
Claus costume, and long-playing rec- 
ord with Christmas songs. Aiseien’s 
exuberant English-speaking information 
officer, Suminori Tsuruzaki, 
ranged for tree and food for party. 
brought with Mike Korekiyo, 
American-born member the Okayama 
Prefectural Cultural Center staff, 
interpreter. were greeted few 
smiling faces and close 
faced ones. These young people, 
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soon realized, rarely smile. 


spent that afternoon, early eve- 
ning, and the following morning with 
the students. gave them long talk 
the United States, replete with hun- 
dreds slides wife and took 
summer vacation trip around the 
country, while Mike me. 
There were occasional laughs 
from the boys and giggles from the 
girls, and few “oohs” and “ahs” the 
sight Grand Canyon and Niagara 
Falls, but the ice didn’t break until 
ungainly six-month pregnant spouse 
took over. went into the auditori- 
and began play games and sing 
songs. Freddie played the piano and 
called upon the students themselves 
perform. That did it! then had 
close Christmas party non- 
Christian group could have. They 
asked dozens questions about 
“America” and about Christmas time 
New York, home. When the 
party finally broke up, realized that 
had stayed beyond the scheduled 
deadline and were unable hold 


party for the nursing staff that eve- 
ning. 


Instead spent the evening talking 
members the staff about leprosy 
and about the people afflicted it. 
was made realize that the big prob- 
lem today not social; 
and the social problem cannot solved 
with anything short worldwide war 
the misinformation still prevailing 
everywhere. 


Mr. Tsuruzaki showed bulletins 
from the American National Leprosa- 
rium Carville, Louisiana, edited 
crusader-patient named Stanley Stein, 
which made realize that the prob- 
lems leprosy vary slightly different 
parts the world. The same sulfa 
drugs are available Carville, Aisei- 
en, and Dr. Albert Schweitzer’s lepro- 
village Lambarene, French Equa- 
torial Africa; but the degrees public 
information could vary considerably 
more highly developed areas like Japan 
and the United States all the available 
means publicity were utilized 
spread the truth about the disease. 


What The 


There still some question whether 
leprosy completely curable; but there 
practically question about the fact 
that leprologists can determine when 


bility. 


When patient discharged from 
leprosarium, his friends relatives 
can feel completely ease his pres- 
ence. There danger infection 
from patient who has 
non-infectious. Such patients 
variably directed return for periodic 
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examinations, but they are never dis- 
charged the first place unless re- 
peated examinations for long period 
time reveal non-communicability. 


The patient who has recovered from 
leprosy invariably extremely self- 
conscious individual who 
confidence and unsuspecting com- 
panionship others, especially those 
who are aware the fact that had 
the disease. will usually hide his 
medical history from those with whom 
comes contact, and the mor- 
obligation those who know the 
truth help him so. within 
perfectly ethical bounds for him re- 
frain revealing society this era 
misinformation, the truth about his 
past. Only medical personnel with 
whom comes contact for pro- 
fessional consultation are entitled 
know the truth. 


What 


More money and more scientific in- 
vestigation are sorely needed for the 
study Hansen’s disease. 
educational campaign necessary for 
the benefit those who have, had, 
will have the disease. may also 
very important the near future 
reexamine the laws various countries 
which require isolation patients with 
leprosy, and establish the fact that 
special for treatment are 
longer necessary. within the 
realm possibility that this terrible 
scourge mankind could complete- 
wiped out the lifetimes many 
us, and every effort should made 
help medical science so. 


Departure from Aiseien 


After night Aiseien’s guest house, 
during which stayed until the wee 
hours the morning reading back 
issues “THE STAR”, the patient 
sarium, wife and spent the morn- 
ing the high school. wife gave 
twohour lecture English conver- 
sation the students and their 
talented and gracious principal and 
teacher, Mr. Masaaki Horino. 


They all responded appreci- 
ative fashion foreign, yet techni- 
ding them “goodbye” once again, they 
requested that return again. 
entered the jeep, presented Aiseien 
the United States Army, and rode 
the motor launch back the mainland, 
our hearts heavy with the burden 
truth about leprosy. 


will return Aiseien; but, even 
more important, will never forget 
Aiseien and the message that emanates 
from the bell that sits its highest hill, 


overlooking the sea. The patients call 
“the bell divine Reprinted 
from THE MAINICHI, Tokyo and 
Osaka, Japan, February 1960. 


About the Author: Dr. Douglas 
Japan Fulbright grant through the 
presently operating plan for international 
educational exchange the U.S. State 
Department. graduate the Georgetown 
class 1948, Dr. Douglas spent some time 
the Navy, before opening his office 
New York City. the editor THE 
JOURNAL THE AMERICAN DENTAL 
SOCIETY ANESTHESIOLOGY. 


Physicians Attend 


One the unusual features the 
American College Physicians San 
Francisco, April 4-8, 1960, was clinic 
for Hansen’s disease. The clinic, con- 
ducted Dr. Paul Fasal, San Rafael, 
USPHS consultant Hansen’s disease 
was set Dr. Richard Linn, 
Associate Chief Medicine, USPHS 
Hospital, Francisco, California, 
after consultations with the Committee 
Hospital Clinics, Dr. Forrest 
Willett, Chairman. Nearly 
ested physicians from all parts the 
United States attended. Dr. Fasal pre- 
sented patients ranging from the 
earliest diagnosable form, 4-year-old 
boy advanced cases. Several patients 
came from far 100 miles order 
co-operate with the clinic. One 
minister was given special 
attend order that might have 
authoritative background material 
ever had occasion refer “leprosy” 
sermon. Dr. Fasal covered Old 
Testament implications the disease 
his preliminary remarks. 


The general reaction the attending 
physicians was that marked interest 
attested frequent questions from 
the floor and many discussion 
groups after the formal presentation 
the cases had been accomplished. 
One physician observed that the Han- 
sen’s disease clinic was most inter- 
esting and valuable” clinic presented 
throughout the week-long session. 


ISWC Meet 
Will Have Special Section 


For the first time its history, the 
8th World Congress the International 
Society for the Welfare Cripples, 
meeting New York City August, 
will have special section Hansen’s 
disease. 


American Leprosy Missions, Inc., 
bringing Dr. Paul Brand Christian 
Medical College, Vellore, South India, 
Congress. Dr. Brand’s work 


constructive hand surgery 
patients has gained international recog- 
nition. 


Former Patient 


Gets Important Appointment 


Dr. Julio Pasion was ap- 
pointed director physical medicine 
and rehabilitation Tala Central Lu- 
zon Sanitorium for Hansen’s disease, 
near Manila, Philippines. 


former patient himself, with 
damaged hands, Dr. Pasion was sent 
American Leprosy Missions, Inc., 
Vellore for hand surgery and for study 
rehabilitation methods the Schief- 
felin Sanatorium, Karigiri, India. 
Now government doctor Tala 
hopes expand his rehabilitation 
department into center which will 
impart new hope those crippled 
Hansen’s disease. 


ACP Seminar 


Two hundred members the Ameri- 
can College Physicians and their 
wives four-day post-convention tour 
and seminar Hawaii, opened their 
professional session April 11, with 
seminar the Hale Mohalu Hospital 
for Hansen’s disease City near 
Honolulu. 


Dr, Eugene Lutterbeck, Chicago radi- 
ologist, will the guest speaker the 
Stock Yards District Traffic Club’s 
noon luncheon, June 23, Chicago. 


Dr. Lutterbeck will speak Hansen’s 
disease, subject which has given 
much time and thought his particular 
specialty. conducted study 
Carville and has made several visits 
here. 


Arrangements for Dr. Lutterbeck’s 
talk were made Patterson, 
President the Stock Yards District 
Traffic Club and Miss Mae Fitzgerald 
the Campbell Soup Co., another Car- 
ville friend, with THE STAR acting 
laison. 


Arkansas Physician Helps 


Dr. Davis Goldstein, head the 
Dermatology Section, Cooper Clinic, Ft. 
Smith, Ark., long time friend Car- 
ville, has been showing the PHS clinical 
film “Recognition Leprosy” 
several hospital groups Ft. Smith. 
also showed the film the staff 
the Van Buren (Ark.) Memorial Hos- 
pital. 


Dr. Goldstein one our staunchest 
supporters, annually underwriting ten 
subscriptions THE STAR for phy- 
sicians, hospitals, and libraries the 
Ft. Smith area. 
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Ben Hur Approach 


Robert Ruark, syndicated columnist 
writing from Leopoldville, Belgian 
Congo, makes comment which has 
been often thought but seldom 
aloud, put print. Writing about 
the missionaries has encountered 
his travels Africa says, “Especially 
Tanganyika have met the types 
(of missionaries) who make cult out 
healing leprosy, almost justify 
their existence, when for the past 
years any fool knows that leprosy 


min and diasone.” 


splendid work, but there deny- 
ing that some missionaries “take the 
Ben Hur approach” (as Ruark put it) 
so-called leprosy order make 
their efforts seem more heroic. 


Cure for Sale Bargain Prices 


The Catholic Medical Missions Board 
advertisement THE VOICE, 
religious magazine, has put itself 
the same category the witch doctors 
Nigeria offering arrest leprosy 
for per case. The witch doctors, ac- 
cording article the New York 
HERALD-TRIBUNE April 12, offer 
the same thing for $1.50. 

objectionable advertisement 
printed above the signature the 
Catholic Medical Missions Board, New 
York, Rev. Edward Garesche, 
President, plea for funds which 
closes saying, dollar’s worth 
sulfone arrests ordinary case.” This 
simply not true. more true 
than the witch doctor’s claim cure 
for $1.50. more true than the 
information about so-called leprosy 
which the THE VOICE 
effort arouse the sympathy 
those being asked donate. Says the 
ad, part: “Leprosy terrible enough, 
slowly eating the body away, feature 
feature and limb limb....Driven 
away from all they have and love... 
objects screaming horror, untreated, 
unbandaged, unfed, chased, hopeless... 
these victims are considered human 
only that they are allowed keep 
suffering.” 

bad enough thus dramatize 
leprosy for the purpose raising funds, 
but add that bargain basement 
price going bit too far. The Ni- 
gerian witch doctor does the same thing, 
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THE PRESS 


but the difference that doesn’t 
know any better. 


Melodramatic Exploitation 


Bishop Fulton Sheen busy 
usual harping the word “leper” 
order raise funds. column 
the Chicago, NEW WORLD, Feb. 
26, cites the work done for 
and exhorts everyone give more 
money the cause. his bimonthly 
magazine MISSION, published the 
Worldmission Aid Society for the Propa- 
gation the Faith, carries 
mightily about “lepers” and how every- 
one should money for the 
brave missionaries. 

understand the Bishop away 
his annual cruise. 


pitch for money the Christian 
Children’s Fund, Inc., Richmond, Va., 
Dr. Calvitt Clarke, Founder and 
International Director, appearing 
PRESBYTERIAN LIFE, March 15, 
leans heavily the word “leprous” for 
its emotional appeal. patients with 
Hansen’s disease leprosy patients, 
you will, the word “leprous” even 
more objectionable than the odious 
word “leper” supposedly internation- 
disrepute. 

Some the statements the ad- 
vertisement are open question, 
healthy child left with leprous 
parents certain contract the dis- 
ease.” agree, healthy child should 
not left with its sick parents, any 
more than healthy child should 
exposed household contact with 
tuberculosis other infectious diseases, 
matter what the degree communi- 
cability, but the statement that such 
child certain contract the disease 
not accurate. The percentage such 
cases high, but not 100 percent, the 
states. can cite statistics the 
contrary. 

The concludes with this warning 
let them remain with infected par- 
ents like leaving children play 
river infested with crocodiles.” How 
alarmistic can you get? 

are sure that the agencies headed 
Father Garesche, Bishop Sheen, Dr. 
Clarke and others their kind, are 
doing humanitarian work foreign 
fields, but their fearful type publicity, 
and there seems continuous flow 


torpedoing our educational program 
Hansen’s disease. 


Janus-like Word 


Like the ancient Roman god Janus, 
the name leprosy wears two faces. The 
medical world retains the traditional 
name scientific designation for 
treatable disease, while clergymen often 
use the same name synonym for 
sin, etc., e.g. the BEACON NEWS, New- 
burgh, N.Y., April 29, announced 
Leprosy’ Sermon Planned”. 
The announcement stated that Rabbi 
Mordecai Simckes the Congre- 
gation Sons Israel, “will preach 
Leprosy’. his talk, based 
the Biblical references various types 
leprosy and how they were treated 
ancient days, the Rabbi will cite 
different forms moral and spiritual 
leprosy they are manifested people 
modern times.” 

safe bet that the Rabbi did not 
differentiate between biblical leprosy 
and the disease called that name 
today, thus perpetuating the unwarrant- 
social stigma. 

Preachers continue make hay with 
the words “leprosy” and “leper”. the 
Dover, N.H., FOSTER’S DEMOCRAT, 
March 24, the Rev. Allen Aardsma, 
announced that would speak on“The 
Leper and the Lord”. 

The CHRISTIAN LIFE February 
carried story which cited the “cleansing 
the leper” and said “There 
better demonstration how sin eats 
away the soul than leprosy eating the 
flesh.” 

Rev. Aardsma using familiar 
topic, but one which could with- 
out were interested helping the 
people throughout the world 
who suffer from so-called leprosy. 

The reference “leprosy eating 
away the flesh” one that all too 
familiar. Why can’t the preachers ever 
say (for example) “Sin eats away the 
soul like acid eats away wood.” Just 
doesn’t have the impact, does it? 


Scientific 


number cases have recently come 
our attention which well-meaning 
persons bravely doing battle against the 
prejudice attached some other dis- 
eases have taken poke leprosy. 

For example, from the Escanaba, 
Mich., PRESS, April comes the story 

page 18, col. 
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WHERE ARE NOW? 


Excerpts from the Annual Report the U.S. Public Health Service Hospital, Carville, La., for the year 1959, 
submitted the Medical Officer Dr. Johnwick, February 11, 1960. 


1959 


The Epidemiology Branch was acti- 
vated August 1959, and the 
National Leprosy Register was begun. 


The Station was accredited the 
Joint Commission Accreditation 
Hospitals. 


The General Accounting Office 
made comprehensive audit the hos- 
pital. 


ten year program plan and re- 
view facility requirements was pre- 
pared. 


Extensive remodeling the build- 
ings was initiated and construction was 
begun new staff quarters and 
new patient 


and interesting re- 
lationship the eriochrome dyes 
Leprae was discovered. 


instructive and well accepted 
film entitled “The Recognition 
Leprosy” was prepared and released 
using the facilities the Communicable 
Diseases Center Atlanta, Georgia. 


The Medical Library was reacti- 
vated and reorganized with the arrival 
full-time qualified librarian 
June 1959. 

Needs for 1960 


qualified physician head the 
rehabilitation Branch. 


qualified internist dermatolo- 
gist “understudy” the Chief the 
Clinical Branch who will retire from 
Service during 1960. 


Additional professional personnel 
take part the research program: 
bacteriologist (special research grant) 
and biochemist (or pharmacist) 


Additional clerical personnel 
assist the Medical Librarian, the staff 
the Rehabilitation Branch, and 
Statistician help the Medical Records 
Section the task setting the 
National Leprosy Register. 


activate, soon possible, our 
proposed short-term teaching program 
collaboration with other Service 
hospitals and with schools medicine. 


increase our participation with 
States the national effort control 
leprosy. 

research conducted here collaboration 
with academic resources 
sociology, epidemiology, and the behavi- 
oral sciences. 

increase our activity the 
fields social and physical rehabili- 
tation. 


fessional training for our own staff 
in-service basis and our own staff 
for professional lay visitors. 


10. increase our output pro- 
TAR 


fessional publications and educational 
materials. 


Growth Facilities 

The year 1959 was distinguished 
surveys and audits. late 1958, Feasi- 
bility Survey was conducted firm 
hospital architects determine 
this plant was adequate fulfill the 
hospital’s program. Many changes for 
plant expansion and renovation were 
recommended the surveyors. 
aftermath the 1958 survey, ex- 
haustive analysis the hospital’s pres- 
ent program and projected activity for 
1959-1969 was made (October 14-20, 
1959) and recorded 134 page re- 
port entitled “Program Plans and Fa- 
cility Requirements”. The document 
and the Feasibility Survey record 
detail the needs for develop- 
ment during the next ten years. When- 
ever, during that period, departure 
from these plans required, the Di- 
vision will given fully documented 
justification with each proposed change 
for which permission sought. 

Scientific Leadership 

The hospital continues retain its 
place the interest pro- 
fessional groups because the only 
leprosarium the Continental United 
States. During 1959, 582 physicians and 
542 nurses visited the hospital. There 
were additional 8,313 visitors 
from all other categories, making 
total 9,437. Physician and nurse visi- 
tors came from states and foreign 
countries: Argentina, Brazil, Canada, 
China, Guatemala, India, Japan, Korea, 
Malaya, and Twenty-four 
seminars were given for total 586 
persons. 

moving forward slowly but surely with 
least one exciting 
discovery: that the acid-fast bacilli 
leprosy exhibit peculiar charasteristics 
the presence eriochrome dyes. 
Research not only relegated the 
fields microbiology and biochemistry. 
have continued collaborate with 
gene‘ic study our patients now under 
way, and began collaborative study 
with the Massachusetts General Hos- 
pital examination the “rheumatoid 
factor” our patients through use 
the “latex reaction.” (See page 9.) 


*Dr. Alan Nicol the University 
California, Berkeley, expected take 
his duties here July Chief the 
Rehab Branch. 

**Dr. John Trautman the PHS 
Hospital, New Orleans, will join the Clinical 
Branch this hospital, July Dr. Traut- 
man will succeed Dr. William Meyer 
Chief the Clinical Branch, upon Dr. 
Meyer’s retirement Sept. 
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Researchers Find Relationship 


Between Rheumatoid Arthritis and Hansen’s Disease 


Dr. Calkins and Sister Hilary Ross confer 
the Carville Laboratory. 


collaborative study the labora- 
tory this hospital with scientists 
the Massachusetts General Hospital, 
Boston, examination Carville pa- 
tients through use the “latex reaction” 
(latex cells are giving rise 
latex milky has disclosed 
some new and valuable scientific data. 


has been found that Hansen’s 
disease patients sometimes have the 
same cell clumping 
tics. This cell clumping may affect the 
kidneys way complication known 
amyloidosis, which can fatal 
the victims both diseases. (An amy- 
loid deposit complex protein 
tissues exact composition un- 
starchlike only that stains brown 
with iodine.) 


disease study being carried Car- 
ville Dr. Fite, Chief the 
Laboratory Branch, and_ biochemist 
Sister Hilary Ross. (Sister Hilary has 
factor for some time and previous 
study, 1955, with collaborator, the 
results which have been published, 
was stated, “In the National Lepro- 
sarium the United States, the leading 
cause death leprosy secondary 
amyloidosis.’’) 


Dr. Evan Calkins, Director the 
Robert Lovett Memorial Unit for 
the Study Crippling Diseases 
Harvard, and the Massachusetts General 
Hospital, working the current 
investigation. Dr. Edgar Cathcart 
and Dr. Ralph Williams, Jr., are 
Dr. Calkins’ staff, and the findings thus 
far, are evidently considered important 
enough have prompted several visits 
Carville within the past six seven 
months the Massachusetts physicians. 
All three scientists were here last No- 
vember, and Dr. Calkins returned 
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March. 

Hansen’s disease, one the 
troubles getting the bottom the 
problem that man the only animal 
that has rheumatoid arthritis. the 
doctors the M.G.H. are trying 
understand this inflamatory disease 
through related ones man and ani- 
mals. 


Dr. Calkins thinks the relationship 
between rheumatoid arthritis and Han- 
sen’s disease “is 
portance.” “On the one hand,” says, 
“we have known infectious bacillus 
leprosy with apparently the same 
factor the blood some rheuma- 
toid arthritis. Could arthritis caused 
infectious agent against which 
some antibody reacts?” 


Dr. Calkins says, “Our studies 
rheumatoid arthritis have suggested 
that this factor (cell clumping) may 
genetically controlled factor which re- 
flects the manner which the indi- 
vidual patient responding the 
causative agent and that the patients 
who have this factor their blood ex- 
hibit greater tendency unremitting 
disease and serious sequela than 
patients who not have this factor.” 
(There strong suspicion that ge- 
netic factors may operate Hansen’s 
disease too, and study this under 
consideration.) 


response inquiry from THE 
STAR, Dr. Calkins wrote: “As have 
become more interested the problem 
leprosy, have become increasingly 
interested the occurrance amy- 
loidosis this disease. Amyloidosis 
also one the complications rheuma- 
toid arthritis, and have been studying 
this disease for the last years. For 
this reason, welcome the opportunity 
learning more about amyloidosis 
leprosy. hope that the near 
future will have better means pre- 
vention this complication chronic 
inflammatory 


Dr. Calkins’ research amyloidosis, 
part seven-year “crash program” 
rheumatoid arthritis the Massa- 
chusetts General Hospital, made possible 
$350,000 grant from the National 
Institutes Health, research arm the 
Public Health Service. 


Rockefeller Donates $101,000 
“Eradication Leprosy” 


Included the published list the 
charitable, educational, religious, scien- 
tific and public contributions John 
Rockefeller, Jr., which aggregate 


$100,000 over, one organi- 
ization, from Jan. 1917 Dec. 31, 
1959, donation $101,000 the 
Leonard Wood Memorial 
Eradication Leprosy”. 

The Leonard Wood Memorial recent- 
announced the removal its office 
from Madison Avenue Madison 
Avenue, New York 16, N.Y. 


PERSONALITIES 


Warmest congratulations Carville’s 
veteran biochemist, Sister Hilary Ross, 
and Sister Francis Sales Provancher, 
Chief the Medical Records Section, 
this hospital. 


Hilary has been issued certifi- 
cate from the American Association 
Clinical Chemists which entitles her 
the privileges Fellow recognition 
her high educational and professional 
competence. 


Sister Francis Sales was recently 
named president-elect the Louisiana 
Association Medical Record Librari- 
ans. 


Dr. Raymond Pogge, former Car- 
ville and important member 
the team which pioneered sulfone 
therapy under Dr. Faget, has assumed 
the post Medical Director, Smith- 
Dorsey Pharmaceuticals, Lincoln, Ne- 
braska. Dr. Pogge joined Smith-Dorsey 
after long service the William 
Merrell Co., Cincinnati, where was 
Director Medical Research. 


Another former Carville staffer, Dr. 
Robert Schenck, taking five-month 
course tropical medicine London 
University, prior going Ethiopia 
July, where will serve medi- 
cal missionary under the Board For- 
eign Missions, Baptist General Confer- 
ence. 


Dr. Schenck, who made himself in- 
valuable, during his brief tour duty 
last year, wrote: course began 
February and very comprehensive, 
practical, and filled with valuable in- 
formation make better servant 
the field.” 


* * 

There has been change the 
address Rev. Carl Elder, former 
Carville Chaplain. Mr. Elder can 
reached at: 

1023 Buckland Ave. 
Fremont, Ohio 


New Coming 


Dr. Joseph Dooley, now duty 
the Staten Island, N.Y., PHS Hospital, 
will report for duty Carville July. 
Dr. Dooley will replace Dr. Duane 
Davidson, who resigning from the 
PHS enter private practice. 


» 3 
| 


% 


The University Cincinnati group took time out during the four-day seminar here 
photographed with some members the Carville staff. 


Front row, r.) Dr. William Cohen, Dr. Joel Barkoff, Dr. 


Carville MOC, Dr. Horatio Wood, IV. 


Johnwick, 


row, Mrs. Kindel, Mrs. Blaney, Miss Faye Sawyer, Mrs. Loutzenhiser. 
Third row, Dr. Guyle Haniszko, Dr. Gilbert Morrison, Dr. E.A. Kindel, Byron 


Olson, Carville Chief Epidemiologist. 
Back row: 


Carville Health Educator, Dr. 


Dr. George Fite, Carville Laboratory Chief, Miss Elsa 
Donald 
William Meyer, Carville Clinical Chief, and Dr. 


Nelson, 
James Loutzenhiser, Dr. 
Nakai. 


Dr. 
Takashi 


Also group, but not pictured, Dr. Amanda Beyer. 


The pace seminars here continues 
accelerate and the same time at- 
tract groups farther and farther from 
Carville, among them recently 
bers the resident staff the De- 
nartment Dermatology from the 
University Cincinnati, College 
Medicine. The Cincinnati group was 
here for four-day seminar, March 28- 
31. 


From far away New Jersey, April 22, 
came teachers who are graduate stu- 
dents Montclair State Teachers 
College there. group from this Col- 
lege stops Carville each year during 
annual tour. 


The seminars attract both professional 
and lay groups and such numbers 
late, that Miss Elsa Nelson, 
pital’s capable health educator, one 
the busiest people here. 


60-day period, seminars were 
held for the following groups: 


members the Inter-American 
Fellowship Program from Louisiana 
State University, New Orleans, La., and 
students from Southwestern Louisiana 
Institute, Lafayette, La., April 
Medical Technology and X-ray students, 


Mercy Hospital, New Orleans, April 
group senior nursing students 
Communicable Diseases Class, Touro 
Infirmary School Nursing, New 
Orleans, April students from the 


Loyola College pharmacy, New 
Orleans, April students from the 
Medical Bacteriology class LSU, 


Baton Rouge, La., April members 
the Carville Catholic Guild, New 
Orleans, April members the 
Institutional Nursing Service Adminis- 


trators Section, Ochsner Foundation 
Hospital, New Orleans, April 10; 


students from the Dept. Social Wel- 
fare, LSU, Baton Rouge, and Jeaner- 
ette High School seniors, April 19; 
senior students from Tulane Medical 
School, New Orleans, April 20; mem- 
bers the District Future Nurses Assn., 
April 22; Senior nursing students 
from Charity Hospital, New Orleans, 
April 26; students from LSU Engi- 
neering School, Baton Rouge, April 27; 
students from Sullivan Memorial 
Trade School, Bogalusa, La., April 28; 
nurses from the Baton 
Rouge Vocational Training School, 
April 29; ladies from the Avoyelles 
Parish Home Demonstration 


Accelerated 


Marksville, La., and ladies from Iber- 
ville Parish Home Demonstration Club, 
Plaquemine, La., May group 
dietitians from Charity Hospital New 
Orleans, May pre-medical stu- 
dents from McNeese State College, Lake 
Charles, La., and medical technology 
students and instructors from LSU, 
Rouge, May social work 
udents from Tulane University, New 
Orleans, May students from Hotel 
Dieu School Nursing, New Orleans, 
May 10; Sisters the Most Holy 
Sacrament, Lafayette, La., May 11; 
students from the 
Medicine, Department Dermatology, 
New Orleans, May 12; registered 
nurses and Corpsmen from the England 
Air Force Base Hospital, Alexandria, 
La., and medical technicians, LSU, 
Baton Rouge, May 13; Public Health 
Nursing students from the LSU School 
Medicine, New Orleans, May 18; 
Vernon High School students, Leesville, 
La., May 23, and medical technology 
students from Charity Hospital, Baptist 
Hospital and Touro Infirmary, New 
Orleans, May 26. 


Convention Speaker 


Miss Elsa Nelson, Health 
this hospital was the principal speaker 
the State Convention the Disabled 
American Veterans and its Auxiliary, 
meeting Baton Rouge, May 13-15. 
Miss Nelson spoke joint session 
the DAV-DAVA, May 14. She was intro- 
duced Stanley Stein, Editor THE 
STAR and member Capitol City 
Chapter No. DAV. 

Staff the 


John Allis, the Physical Therapy 
Dept., attended the Office Vo- 
Rehabilitation Traineeship 
Course Prosthetics New York Uni- 
versity Post Graduate Medical School, 


Dr. John Robertsen, Microbiologist, 
Laboratory Branch, attended meeting 
the Federation American Societies 
April 10-15. 


Dr. George Fite, Chief, Laboratory 
Branch, attended meeting American 
gists Memphis, Tenn., April 28-30 
and flew Mexico City for the Con- 
gress the Pan American Medical 
Assn., May 

Mrs. Margaret Wilson, 
ans’ Assn. meeting Kansas City, Mo., 
May 16-20. 

Dr. Johnwick, Medical Officer 
Charge, and Dr. Fite were Wash- 
ington, C., for meeting Hoc 
Committee Leprosy called the 
Division Hospitals, PHS, May 17-21. 
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Health Education 


(1) Here comes the bride the arm her 
father, The Very Reverend Spiridon Nico- 
lopoulos. 

(2) the Greek Orthodox ceremony, the office 
the crowning the climax the wedding. 
important that the marriage ceremony 


takes its name from the word “Stepsis” meaning 


crowning. The orange blossom crowns, linked 
together with white ribbon symbolizing the 
bond between the bridal couple, were exchanged 


three times Sotirios Nicolopoulos, the koum- 


baro (best man). 


Each separate ritual throughout the ceremony 

performed three times invoke the Holy 
Trinity. 
(3) Wine given the couple, not for con- 
secration, but for blessing. This the common 
cup life, denoting the sharing joy 
and sorrow, the token life harmony. 


The romance two young STAR Staffers 
culminated marriage April 10:00 
A.M. the Protestant Chapel this hospital. 


setting marked beauty and simplici- 
ty, Miss- Victoria Nicolopoulos 


bride Mr. Roberts. 


The altar the church was decorated with 
arrangements greenery, which included 
white gladioli and white lilies. 

The organist was Miss Connie Pappas, New 
Orleans, friend the bride, who came es- 
pecially play for the wedding. 


May-June, 1960 


ARR 


The ritualistic 
bolic ceremony the Greek 
Orthodox Church 
formed The Very Reverend 
Spiridon Nicolopoulos, father 
the bride, and Rev. William 
Gaines, Hellenic Orthodox 
church Holy Trinity, New 
Orleans. The bride was given 
marriage her father. 


The bride wore gown 
white alencon lace that fea- 


tured iridescent sequins 
high 


around the 


mandarin 


(4) The newlyweds are greeted 
with the traditional shower 
rice. 


collar. The 
with long sleeves which came 
points the wrists, was 
fastened down the back and 
was attached flowing skirt 
which fell into chapel length 
train. 
veil illusion was held 
pearls. The bride carried 
bouquet white carnations 
centered with yellow throated 
white orchid. 


Lighted candles were held 


the bridal couple through- 


out the ceremony, representing 
the light virtue, symbolic 
their lives. 
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AGE FOR STAR STAFFERS 


The bridesmaids were gowned powder 
blue sheath dresses with overskirts blue silk 
organsa, and they carried bouquets pink 
carnations. 


Immediately following the ceremony family 
and guests the newlyweds attended re- 
ception given THE STAR. Centering the 
lace covered table was the wedding cake topped 
with bride and groom. 


Vicky came Carville the age 13. 
She graduated from high school here 1958, 
and worked THE circulation de- 
partment even before she finished school. Bob 
THE STAR’s linotype operator and plant 
manager. Our sweet, shy young STAR Staffer, 
was about when Bob came Carville. 
When they met cupid let fly with quiver 
arrows, and then the inevitable happened. 


Following the reception the couple left for 
month’s honeymoon. 


(6) (L. R.) Mr. Sotirios Nicolopoulos, brother 
the bride, the Very Reverend Spiridon 
Nicolopoulos, father the bride, the bride, 
the groom and Mrs. Violet Roberts, mother 
the groom. 

(7) R.) Bridesmaids, Mary Tragelis and 
Argie Chryssoverges both New Orleans, 
the bride, the groom, and maid honor, Ruth 
Roberts, sister the groom. 


(5) Vicky beams with happiness Bob samples 
the wedding cake. 


The men shown above were key figures the Semi-Annual 
Carville Invitational Golf Tournament held here May 15, 
T.H. Rickman, Jr., Carville’s Chief, Special Services; Runner-up 
Jackie O’Neill, Jr.; Tournament Director Henry Thomas, New 
Orleans City Park Pro; 1960 Spring Tournament Champion 
Don Essig; Starter Marion Scobell, Baton Rouge Golf Pro; and 
Recreational Supervisor Bob Michael, Carville. 

were golfers, including patients competing 
for top honors the 17th Carville 
Golf Tournament, sponsored the Patients’ Federation, 
Sunday, May 15. 


‘ihe gallery made wives and friends visiting golf- 
ers, patients and personnel, saw fine matches throughout 
the day, but the most exciting was the nip and tuck final 
hole medal play for the title. ‘The crowd saw former National 
Public Links Champion Don Essig, Louisiana State Univer- 
sitys golf star fire red hot his two rounds play 
the nine hole course beat defending champion Jackie 
Jr., Baton Rouge, two strokes for the title. 

Just week earlier, Essig tied for the Southeastern and 
Southern Intercollegiate golf crowns, but thinking that 
had lost, did not appear for the play-off, and lost both 
default. 

year ago Essig retired Carville’s rotating trophy when 
won his third straight title. O’Neill was first have his name 
placed the new trophy when won the 1959 fall tourna 
ment. 

Essig fired for new course record the final 
holes play. O’Neill was right behind with 29. 

Essig defeated Jack Hood, Donaldsonville, the first 
round match play while O’Neill moved into the medal play 
finals with and win over Lou Pellerin, Baton Rouge. 
Other championship flight finalists were John Spencer and 
Sam Carmichael both Baton Rouge. 

Spencer was qualifying medalist with under par 30. 
Ernest Dennis, Jr., STAR Staffer was patient medalist with 
qualifying score 35. 

The Carville golf tournament, the major sports event 
here the hospital, has become increasingly popular with 
golfers throughout this area. The efficiency and cordiality 
the tournament officials; well groomed nine-hole course; 


the lawn tables and chairs the cool inviting shade huge 
live oaks; box lunches southern fried chicken with trim- 
mings and wide selection valuable prizes for winners and 
runner-ups choose from, such golf shoes, jackets, bags, 
carts, clubs, etc., are just few the reasons for the keen 
interest shown our tournaments. 

Invitations are limited 100, because tournament officials 
believe that this the maximum number golfers that can 
adequately accomodated the nine-hole course the 
one day tournament. 


Umpires’ Clinic 


all-patient umpire team officiates all River League 
softball games played the hospital diamond and, with 
few exceptions, all exhibition games played here too. 

The Baton Rouge Umpires Association gave interesting 
and enlightening clinic umpiring and playing softball, 
April 22. 

The patients listened attentively while one the association 
umpires (pictured above) interpreted the rules the game. 
particular phase the game was interpreted and illustrat- 
each the visiting umpires. 

Mr. G.N. Knight, umpire-in-chief for Louisiana Softball 
Umpires, directed the clinic. was assisted Fred Mitchell, 
Joe Babin, Ronnie Johnson, James Sanchez, and Harrel Cade, 
all members the Association, and all Baton Rouge. 

Although our local umpires always have done pretty good 
job officiating they were certainly glad the opportunity 
learn and correct their shortcomings. 


Softball Season Opens 


The Carville Indians walloped the Knights Columbus 
No. 3331, Baton Rouge, 21-7 the opener the River 
League softball season, the hospital’s lighted diamond, 
May 11. The other teams the league are City Police, 
Knights Columbus No. 4030, Holmes Ford, Delta Tank, 
Hearin Tank Lines and Southern Bell Telephone all 
Baton Rouge. 

the end the season there will playoff among the 
four top teams decide the River League Champions. 
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sure sign that spring has arrived 
Carville the annual party sponsored 
the National Disabled American 
Veterans Auxiliary. 

The event regarded here one 
the more attractive features spring. 
was planned this year patio party, 
but Jupiter Pluvius acted other 
words, rained and the festivities 
were moved the ballroom. Refresh- 
ments, naturally, door prizes, enter- 
tainment and dancing music one 
Baton Rouge’s best orchestras com- 
bined produce one the most en- 
joyable occasions recent months. 

Credit for good part the success 
the occasion goes Mrs. Perry Lucas 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana Department 
Hospital Chairman, and member 
Capital City, Unit The faithful from 
Baton Rouge and New Orleans joined 
patients the fun fest. 

large part the entertaining was 
done members the Baton Rouge 
Chapter the Society for the Preser- 
vation and Encouragement Barber- 
shop Quartet Singing America, which 
sent quartet and chorus for the 
occasion. 

The photograph (above left) shows 
group the visitors who came Car- 
ville for the occasion. They are, seated, 
Mrs. Naomi Schweitzer, New Orleans, 
Commander; 
Mrs. Lucas; Mary Floyd, National 
Executive Committeewoman; Mrs. 
Mary Keif, Unit Commander, both 
New Orleans. Second row, Mrs. 
Levette Vosloh, Mrs. Lisa Surgi, De- 
partment Vice Commander; Mrs. Eleo- 
nor Ransom, Past Com- 
mander; and Mrs. Olivia Dupuy, New 
Orleans, and the last row, Perry 
Lucas, Ira Bingham, and Lucas, all 
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Baton Rouge. 

the photo the left are, Dave 
Gleason, Andy Anderson, Don Simmons 
and Art Veries, the Quartet. 

Not shown are members the chorus, 
Don Scoggins, Calvin Larguier, Alan 
Matthews, Bob Doerner, Bob 
William Albert and members the 
quartet. The chorus was directed 
Hayden Blanchard. 


ENTERTAINMENT 
Legion Bingo Party 


The patients were guests Nichol- 
son Post 38, American Legion, Baton 
Rouge, bingo party the ballroom, 
Sunday evening, April 10. 

group Baton Rouge Legionaires 
and their ladies conducted the games. 
* * * 

Throughout the summer, cooper- 
ation with other groups, the Point Clair 
Lions Club, sponsors monthly outings 
for the handicapped patients Lake 

Johansen. 

The first outing the season took 
place Sunday, May 29, cooperation 
with the Forty and 
issue THE STAR will carry picture 
story. 

The sound wonderful and exciting 
music was heard the theatre when 
students from the Department Music, 
Southwestern Louisiana Institute, La- 
fayette, presented their concert 
band, John director, and 
mixed chorus, Willis Ducrest, director. 

annual tour the SLI group 
this area, sponsored the Lafayette 
Rotary Club. 

= 

Home talent trod the boards here 

May 13, when students the U.S. PHS 


Hospital High School offered 
Henpecked Husband”, 
comedy James Parker. Mrs Mamie 
Grevemberg, English teacher, directed. 

The high school will hold its com- 
mencement exercises Thursday evening, 
July 28. Four students will graduate. 

The commencement address will 
given Rabbi Marvin Reznikoff 
the Liberal Synagague, Baton Rouge, 
and the program will followed 
prom the Patio. 


Lest Forget 


Rev. 


Lawrence, 
Alcuin Rabbi Reznikoff. 


Rev. Father 


Morris, 

Appropriate were held 
this hospital for Memorial Day, Monday, 
May 30. The impressive program was 
arranged the local Spann Post 
188, American Legion, and its Auxiliary 
Unit and the local Voiture the Forty 
and Eight. 

Following the flag raising front 
the Recreation Building, patients 
marched the little cemetery the 
rear the hospital grounds, once called 
“the longest mile the world”. Floral 
offerings were placed graves veter- 
ans. 

meaningful and timely address was 
given the Rev. Stratton Lawrence 
Trinity Episcopal Church, Baton 
Rouge. Father Alcuin Kammer, Resi- 
dent Catholic Chaplain, gave the in- 
vocation and the Rev. Morris, 
Baton Rouge, Supply Pastor, Union 
Protestant Church, Carville, gave the 
benediction. Rabbi Marvin Reznikoff, 
Liberal Synagogue, Baton Rouge 
offered “Prayer Our Fallen Com- 

Taps were sounded. 

The program was interspersed with 
sacred and patriotic numbers sung 
the Carville Chorus, Sister Laura 
Stricker, accompanist. 


wees. 
DAVA Party 


Carville for Long, Hot Almost 


Our summers here Carville are 


_long, hot and humid. Our winters, 


damp and cold. The humidity, 
times, high that the ceilings, walls 
and floors indoors perspire. Even cloth- 
ing, leather goods and other possessions 
not properly cared for soon become 
musty and green with mold. 


one time, there was much talk 
relocating the Carville hospital 
climate conductive better health. 
never came pass and probably never 
will, but something can and being 
done make our lives little more 
comfortable during the summer’s swel- 
tering heat. 


Air conditioning one several 
electrical innovations introduced here 
the past four years, after the hospi- 
tal’s conversion from direct current 
alternating current. 


Our cafeteria was the only place air- 
conditioned the government prior 
the change electrical current. 
was much needed and welcome im- 
provement. The soft dinner music and 
refreshingly cool atmosphere the 
cafeteria tend perk finicky appe- 
tites and even seem make institution- 
cooking little more palatable. 


Today, there are extensive plans for 
air-conditioning the entire hospital, but 
these plans are just part the hospi- 
tal’s gigantic ten-year feasibility survey, 
figured cost $535,500 for air-con- 
ditioning alone, implemented. The 
government has already made fine 
start, but some the patients are not 


This patient has got made. and his 
friends relax comfortably his air-con- 
ditioned room while watching and 
enjoying Cokes. 
waiting for these long-range plans 
materialize. 

Last summer the Patients’ Federation 
thought was high time the Patients’ 
Canteen, the most frequented place 
the hospital, should air-conditioned, 
and the Federation tapped its own till 
have done. 

THE STAR, too, dipped into its 
funds for air-conditioners. 
found working the cool pressroom 
and other offices THE STAR pro- 
duces more and better work. 


The ten new cottages and apart- 
ments for patient married couples, and 
the new cottages for station personnel 
are completely air-conditioned. 

But only dormitory, 
presently being renovated, will 
conditioned. Most patients will have 
content with electric fans their 
private rooms for long time come, 


but few, who can afford it, already 
have air-conditioning units installed 
their rooms. 

The three powerful units that keep 
our Catholic chapel cool and make 
much easier keep our minds 
our prayers and the services, were do- 
nated Carville’s good friend Valen- 
tine Kane New Haven, Conn. 

There are some other places here 
where air-conditioning enjoyed, but 
there are great many more places 
where relief from the debilitating effect 
the summer heat needed. Most 
important these other places every- 
one will agree, are the Infirmary and 
the Recreation building. present, the 
only places the Infirmary with air- 
cooling units are the operating room, 
dental clinic, eye, ear, nose and throat 
clinic and seven the Infirmary rooms 
with two more air-conditioned rooms 
the Infirmary Annex. 

The Recreation Building, the focal 
point patients’ activities, with its 
library, lounges, theater, 
room not air-conditioned, except for 
the Canteen, already stated. 

The theater and ballroom particu- 
lar, are two the hottest places 
town, and activities these “furnaces” 
are cut bare minimum during the 
summer months. 


course, air-conditioning not 
absolute necessity. But for the patients, 
especially those who perspire profusely 
this sultry, energy-sapping, semi- 
tropical climate, complete air- con- 
ditioning would blessing. 


LOCAL LIONS THE JOB 


scene the Jolly Social Club Fair (left) held the ballroom, Apr. 24. The Fair, 
annually sponsored the Point Clair Lions Club benefit for the JSC whose 
members are severely handicapped patients. This year’s fair netted total $762.82, 
and Willen Belanger, President the local Lions Club shown right presenting 
check for that amount Andrew Ory President, JSC. 

Friends, from far and near sent contributions, but most the funds came from the 
patient body. 
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Educational Programs 


Microbiologist Dr. John Robertsen 
wants know, the Point Clair Lions 
Club has guilt complex. points 
out that the club had its guest speaker 
March, the FBI representative from 
Baton Rouge, and guest speaker 
May was the director the State 
Police Crime Laboratory, Ray Herd, 
Baton Rouge. 

Mr. Herd was brought Carville 
Lion Ernest Skillman the East Baton 
Rouge Lions Club, and Lion P.D. John- 
son, the Lakeshore Lions Club, Baton 
Rouge. Mr. Herd’s talk was educational 
and provocative and answered 
battery questions. 

The Lions departed from the crime 
category their program meeting 
April 25, when they heard Dr. Philip 
Callahan, Assistant Professor Ento- 
mology, Louisiana State University, 
Baton Rouge. Dr. Callahan, former 
free lance photographer and 
was “Adventures While Hitch Hiking 
Around the World”. was 
lating and entertaining 
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THE STAR 


SERVES FOR 


THE STAP 


The youthful inquisitiveness Shirley Sandlin, above, gave THE educational 
program boost recently. The freshman Laredo, Tex., High School selected 
her project for the Annual High School Science Fair and THE STAR, always, was 


glad provide the information. 


The schools our great nation are 
like the tributaries mighty river. 
The general condition the main body 
introduce into its tributaries. 


high schools and colleges where 
THE STAR has been introduced, stu- 
dents are very receptive the modern 
concepts Hansen’s disease. Many 
them find the problems the disease 
unusual and interesting that they 
select the subject for their annual term 
papers and themes. Invariably they 
write THE STAR for literature 
which gladly supply. 


Occasionally, hear from some 
our young friends who are anxious 
bit crusading for truth about 
Hansen’s disease their own school 
their own home town. Miss Shirley 
Sandlin, high school freshman from 
Laredo, Texas, was one these. 


Inspired Be:ty Martin’s book 
Miracle Carville, this petite brunette 
selected Hansen’s disease her subject 
for the Laredo Annual High School 
Science Fair, February 22. writing 
for information that would assist her, 
Shirley said, “It hope able 
render small contribution towards 
familiarizing few people with the true 
facts about Hansen’s disease.” 


large package STARS and 
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miscellaneous literature was sent her 
for distribution. But when Shirley re- 
ceived THE three panel picture 
display loaned her for the exhibit, she 
wrote, only was thrilled over it, 
but science teacher and other school 
officials well. When the director 
the Science Fair saw insisted 
put the stage where would receive 
special attention”. Our young crusader 
was awarded ribbon and certificate 
for outstanding achievement. Her term 
paper was well arranged with pertinent 
information. She secured number 
subscriptions and reported that many 
had viewed the exhibit. 


are proud Shirley Sandlin for 
the splendid job she did promoting 
understanding about Hansen’s 
disease her own town. (All the more 
important because Laredo endemic 
area endemic state.) 


More and more friends are entering 
STAR subscriptions for the schools 
their home towns, but have barely 
scratched the surface. Perhaps, you, 
the civic social organization which 
you belong would interested enter- 
ing subscription two for each the 
your home town. 


acknowledgement card with the 
and address the donor sent 


the recipient each gift subscription. 
L.B. 


Research Paper 
Turns Crusade 


the fine tradition mighty oaks and 
little acorns, research paper the 
chemotherapy Hansen’s disease has 
become fact crusade for better 
understanding the 


Thanks for this pleasant turn 
events Sister Mary Kent David- 
son, RSM, student the College 
Mary, Omaha, Nebr., who wrote 
Carville for information the 
day treatment the disease. She pre- 
pared the paper for presentation 
chemistry convention early this spring 
the University Omaha with view 
covering experimental work done 
the treatment from the Chaul- 
moogra oil era pre-sulfone era 
today. 


Dr. William Meyer, Chief, Clinical 
Branch, here responded with material 
did THE STAR. 


Sister Mary Kent has informed THE 
STAR that the paper was well received 
the convention the extent that Dr. 
director the convention, personally 
praised and its author. 


is, however, the side effects this 
paper which please THE STAR. Sister 
Mary Kent herself was enlightened 
what she learned and those who heard 
the paper the convention asked many 
questions, most them about the 
prevalence and contagiousness the 
disease rather than the chemical 
aspects it. addition this, the 
Sister says, the 120 sisters who live 
the College all became aware that they 
had “some outlandish ideas” about the 
disease. addition, the Junior 
Professed whom Sister Mary 
Kent one learned much about the 
disease the material would allow. 


“You might say became standard 
joke that this endeavor was crusade 
rather than research that 
‘radiating the ‘of truth 
disease’ has become apostolate also,” 
said Sister Mary Kent. This supported 
the fact that the Sister presented the 
paper classes the college 
and doing learned that many had 
not been truth about 
HD. 


Mary Kent has performed 
fine service for patients present and 
future whose benefit this turn 
events will certainly rebound. 
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READ AND ALONG 


Youthful Ally Joins Forces 


Modern Encyclopedias Misinform Public about So-Called Leprosy 


The continued misunder- 
standing so-called leprosy discour- 
aging, but not surprising when one 
realizes that the writing new encyclo- 
most people years more out 
date. 

The latest edition the Standard 
International Encyclopedia, 
ample, published the Standard Inter- 
national Library, Inc., New York 
City, contains much rubbish regard- 
ing leprosy the worst fiction maga- 
zine. 

Here are some examples outright 
misinformation which subject 
debate yet printed accepted fact: 

“It was discovered 1939 Mar- 
choux that the common housefly trans- 
mits the bacillus Marchoux 
may have contended that this the 
case, but the fact the mode trans- 
mission unknown. 

“Because the ulceration, fingers 
and toes may drop off.” Not there 
may bone absorption, but nothing 
drops off. 

Muscles shrink and result the 
hands become clawlike (the so-called 
leper claw) and there are other hideous 
deformities.” True with 
That is, only the disease goes without 
treatment. 

occurs frequently whole 
disease, but does not frequently occur 
whole families. 


“Although epidemics have occurred 
since ancient times, the disease has been 
brought much control 
through segregation so. 
The attributed so-called 
leprosy ancient times and the 
Middle Ages were caused many dis- 
eases other than Hansen’s infection 
but all called the one name leprosy. 
Secondly, the “segregation lepers” 
has been dismal failure and real con- 
trol the disease began only after 
people were encouraged seek treat- 
ment without fear being jailed 
otherwise isolated. 

few states the Louisiana, 
Minnesota and South Carolina have 
small areas where (leprosy) 
found...”. Way off base the endemic 
states are Louisiana, Texas, Florida, 
and California, slight extent. 

“The best treatment had 
leprosariums, leper colonies, which 
also course help limit the spread 
the so, again, segre- 
gation has failed treatment-wise and 
does little nothing limit the spread 
the disease. They apparently never 
heard about out-patient clinics. Not 
mention that the odious word 


supposedly international medical 
disrepute. 

are various effective agents 
for relief, including treatment with 
chaulmoogra oil ...”. so, today. 
The sulfones are now the treatment 
choice the world over. 

“The best known leprosarium the 
U.S. located Carville, Louisiana.” 
-Not the whole truth. Carville the 
site the only “leprosarium” con- 
tinental United States. 

The encyclopedia which these er- 
roneous misleading statements appear 
edited William Hendelson who 
associated with the publication 
variety other volumes. 
formerly associated with encyclopedias 
published Funk and Wagnalls, 
Doubleday, etc.) Since this the case, 
would appear likely that 
roneous appears other en- 
cyclopedias well. 


Incompetent Writing 


this same category but probably 
more censurable because purports 
“completely up-to-date and authori- 
tative medical reference work” the 
MacMillan Medical Cyclopedia (third 
printing, 1959) edited Dr. William 
Thomson. Dr. Thomson edi- 
tor THE PRACTITIONER, well- 
known British medical journal. 

There can doubt that Dr. 
Thomson knows better than evi- 
denced the cyclopedia. not 
know who wrote the material lep- 
rosy, but the editor, Dr. Thomson, must 
not have read very carefully, all. 

the very outset, the article says: 
“The papyri ancient Egypt contain 
numerous references very intracta- 
ble disease which apparently leprosy.” 
the best sources the 
among them Dr. F.C. Lendrum 
Chicago, “conjecture” that the 
disease referred the papyri 
Egypt was leprosy. 

not uncommon for con- 
sumption appear addition (to 
leprosy) This dates the person doing 
the writing, for the word “consumption” 
has not been acceptable medical use 
for many years. 

after five ten years suffering, 
the patient dies.” Way off the life 
span the average patient. Besides, 
leprosy, per se, does not kill. And, with 
the treaiment that available today, 
there need for the great 

the hair upon them first changing 
white...”. -Wrong. must have been 
reading Leviticus the Old Testament. 

dropping off toes, fingers 
even larger portions 
Wrong, completely wrong, for reasons 


already cited. doctor saying this 
understanding. 

“The chief object the treatment 
hopeless disease prevent its 
disease. This 1960 and treat- 
able, arrestable disease. 


“Chaulmoogra oil has long been used 
the East remedy. still widely 
used Not so. Chaulmoogra oil 
not used anywhere speak and 
neither the hydnocarpus oil which 
author also made reference. 

disease who does not wish 
identified, describes the article 
the MacMillan Cyclopedia hodge- 
podge copying from old, unreliable 
sources and testimonial the power 
the written word, matter how 
accurate may be. incompetent 
piece writing.” agree. 


Baron’s Balderdash 


Still another example faulty in- 
formation being widely distributed 
absolutely authoritative the status 
Dr. A.L. Baron’s Man Against Germs 
(published E.P. Dutton) with the 
Traveling High School Science Library, 
sponsored the American Association 
for the Advancement Science. Dr. 
Baron’s book contains chapter 
leprosy which titles, Unclean 
The chapter shot through 
with inaccuracies plus sensational mis- 
information and especially un- 
fortunate that this misinformation 
should given wholesale the 
younger generation. 

THE STAR, Mrs. 
Secretary the Leonard Wood Me- 
morial, and others have called this 
the attention Dr. Hilary Deason, 
Washington, D.C., Director the 
Science Library Program, but far 
with little results. The American 
Association for the Advancement 
Science, all groups, continues dis- 
tribute the book even after being told 
the best authorities that wrong. 
One well known physician this field 
termed the chapter “silly”. 


Remedy Proposed 


easy find fault. not always 
easy propose remedy, but this 
case think there sensible and 
equitable remedy. suggest ad- 
visory committee work with authors 
and publishers the material about 
so-called leprosy they propose use. 
think the committee should com- 
posed persons three categories: 
from the medical point view 

page 17, col. 
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Five delegates the State Disabled American Veterans Con- 
vention Baton Rouge May took time out visit this hospital. 
They are, r.) The Rev. Lowell Todd, State DAV Chaplain; 
Bonner, Henry May Jr., Lester Culpepper and Victor 
Hughes. All are Chapter 30, DAV, Shreveport. 


Ever since Dr. Horatio Wood, IV, 
left Carville 1956 ending year’s 
tour duty, has been keeping 
with the hospital reading THE 
STAR. While here March attending 
seminar with group from the Uni- 
versity Cincinnati, Dr. Wood dropped 
THE STAR offices for chat. 
now resident psychiatry the 
University Cincinnati and next year 
will instructor the same de- 
partment. says his interest 
specialized field began Carville. 


caller THE STAR office during 
April seminar for senior medical 
students from Tulane University, New 
Orleans, La., was Dr. Lee McLean 
the department dermatology there. 
former Carville consultant who 
also retains his interest H.D. Dr. 
McLean introduced Dr. Margaret 
Smith, the department pediatrics 
Tulane. 


Another caller April was Dr. Alan 
Nicol the School Public Health, 
University California, Berkeley. 
came look Carville over and look- 
over. Evidently both Dr. Nicol and 
the hospital passed inspection for 
will join the resident medical staff here 
July Chief the Rehabilitation 
Branch. 


Among recent visitors was Dr. Arturo 
tioner Cali, Colombia. Dr. 
has special interest and has 
treated cases his country. Accompany- 
ing him Carville were Dr. Jorge 
Veranquer, formerly Argentina and 
now Indianapolis, and Dr. Bruce 
Perls, the Eli Lily Company, 
Indianapolis. 
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Miss Helen Nelson, R.N., New- 
port, R.I., was guest her sister, Miss 
Elsa Nelson, Public Health Educator 
this hospital, recently. The visit was 
both professional 


guest for few days May was Mr. 
Dan Sullivan, Assistant Chief Public 
Health Education Service, who came 
here review the hospital’s public 
health education program directed 
Miss Elsa Nelson. Mr. Sullivan has been 
with the PHS since 1948. Having 
newspaper background himself, 
found THE STAR special interest. 


(above) 
nurse educator the University 
Minnesota School Nursing, Minne- 
apolis, was official guest the hos- 


pital May 24. She the niece 


and Mrs. John Tims, Jr., New 
Orleans. Mr. Tims publisher the 
New Orleans TIMES-PICAYUNE. Mr. 
and Mrs, Tims are long-time friends 
Carville and THE editor. 


Miss Arnold returned from eight- 


month visit India where she visited 
hospitals and outpatient clinics. 
She went with group representing the 
Students Project for Amity Amongst 
Nations. Mrs. Tims has been sending 
Miss Arnold THE STAR regularly for 
years. Miss Arnold was given the grand 
tour and introduced 
staff and was found both charming 
and well-informed. 


The Rev. Cyril Van Wessel, Belgian 
priest stationed Okayama, Japan, 
this country for year study 
Loyola University, Chicago. came 
Carville April. His interest 
from the fact that Catholic 
Chaplain Aiseien, Japan, one the 
national hospitals for there. 


Modern Encyclopedias 
from page 16) 


Those who are alert the social 
aspects “Watch dogs” who will make 
their business call the 
attention any unfavorable material 
that published and bring the com- 
mittee’s weight whole into action 
course, the ideal thing would 
head off the publication misin- 
formative material. But where this 
not possible, revisions could suggested 
for second printings. 


Dr. Robert Cochrane London 
agrees with the advisory committee pro- 
posal but would farther and have 
other countries. 


The success any such committee 
would depend the final analysis 
the cooperation authors and publish- 
ers, particularly the latter. But, the 
could enlist the aid the 
editors various publications 
speak, the publishers might induced 
cooperate because that cooperation 
might well make the difference between 
good and bad reviews. other words, 
would have with sales and thus 
with money, which thing are 
sure they understand. 


the hope starting the ball roll- 
ing, are sending copy this article 
the trade journal EDITOR AND 
PUBLISHER with request that 
reprint it. 


Meantime, for those editors, authors, 
and publishers interested obtaining 
succinct, up-to-date, and medically au- 
thoritative information, for reference 
purposes, encyclopedias, otherwise, 
suggest “Brief Chronicle Leprosy” 
Dr. George Fite, Chief the 
Reprints Dr. Fite’s article are avail- 
able request from the Health Educa- 
tion Section, P.H.S. Hospital, Carville, 
La., from THE STAR. 


a 


Marist Missionary Sister Makogai, Patient 


March 24, the patients the 
Central Leprosy Hospital the island 
Makogai, operated the government 
the Fiji Islands, British colony, 
were called together hear an- 
nouncement the Medical Superinten- 
dent. said that Sister Mary Paulita, 
one the Marist Sisters duty the 
hospital showed definite clinical signs 
leprosy, and asked those patients 
who wrote outside not mention the 
announcement. All this, according 
information received THE STAR 
from our Makogai correspondent. 

However, only week later, the 
CATHOLIC TRANSCRIPT carried 
news story with Suva, Fiji Islands date- 
line, “Missionary Sister Contracts Lep- 
rosy”. THE REGISTER, MONITOR, 
and other U.S, Catholic publications 
followed suite. The FIJI TIMES, did 
not break the story until April 13. 
should mentioned the outset that 
the publicity stories 
avoided sensationalism, and were digni- 
fied, though they varied some details 
and omitted what consider 
extremely important significant 
data. 


The FIJI TIMES story said that 
Paulita, “contracted leprosy 
about six months ago”, and THE STAR 
has been told that while the Sister shows 
clinical signs HD, she 
ologically negative case, and was 
the time the M.S.’s announcement. 
Following the announcement, Sister 
Paulita was admitted patient, 
although new negative case has ever 
been treated before Makogai, and 
understand that number negative 
cases Fiji are being treated 
private physician Suva. 


Sister Mary Paulita, the former Julia 
Schneller Corona, N.Y., member 
the Missionary Sisters the Society 
Mary, popularly known the Marist 
Sisters. She began her service 
Makogai 1951, there 
the school until 1954 when she was 
transferred St. Mary’s Convent the 
capital city Suva, where she was 
duty for three years. She returned 
Makogai 1957 work the co- 
operative store, and for the last two 
years, she has been doing clerical work. 
will noted that Sister’s six years 
service Makogai did not include 
actual nursing duties, unless duty the 
school could considered nursing. 


Diagnosis Hansen’s usu- 
ally not made clinical symptoms 
alone, but must confirmed bac- 
teriological examination. certain 
type HD, tuberculoid neural, 
difficult almost impossible most 
cases demonstrate bacteria routine 
skin smears, and apparently Sister has 
this benign type the disease. Granted 


that she has HD, Sister Paulita 
the first member the Makogai staff 
contract Hansen’s disease the lepro- 
sarium’s 50-year history. 


The Marist Sisters together with 
Fijian Sisters the Society Our 
Lady Nazareth, have staffed the hos- 
pital for half century. Thousands 
patients have been treated, many 
discharged arrested cases and, for 
fifty years, Sister has ever contracted 
the disease, with the same said 


the twenty-year history like insti- 
Jamaica, British West Indies. 
Institutional infection rarely, ever, 
occurs, and this true Carville, 
Hawaii, the Philippines, and similar 
institutions throughout the world. 


probable that Sister Paulita 
contracted Hansen’s disease while 
duty Makogai, but possible that she 
did not. She may have contracted 
Fiji where she was also duty, and 
experience indicates that addition 
the susceptibility factor (Dr. 
Cochrane states that “90 percent the 
whole human race naturally immune 
from environmental and 
matic factors may have considerable in- 
fluence. For example, French Marist 
nun teaching station (not lepro- 
sarium) New Caledonia, turned 
with Hansen’s disease about years 
ago, and significant that the six 
seven missionaries treated Carville 
the past years, not one was 
doctor nurse, and not one was ever 


duty leprosarium, but all served 
endemic areas. 


seems that this aspect the 


problem merits closer study and analy- 


Sister Mary Augustine, Framingham 
Centre, Mass., Editor MARIST 
MISSIONS, has long been the fore- 


public opinion Hansen’s disease, and 
her editorial (May-June) “pondering 
the news release from Suva” was one 
would expect, learned and thoughtful. 


“It has long been axiomatic that those 
who work leprosaria run the least risk 
contracting the disease--an opinion held 
medics and missionaries alike. Even those 
rare cases leprosy the ranks mission 
personnel almost invariably occur among 
those teaching conducting other works 
mercy generally endemic areas--a 
relatively small risk, one shared any 
Colonial government worker those 
same territories. fact, considering the 
low-grade infectivity the disease, and 
given sane, professional procedure 
operation, would inconsistent even 
expect leprosy workers, clearly aware 
their surroundings, become its victims. 


“But equally axiomatic the fact that 
the only consistent thing about leprosy 
its inconsistency.” 


Press from page 

Ishpeming, Mich., woman who 
tells her experiences epileptic. 
this article, Raymond Dennerll, 
executive director the Michigan 
Epilepsy Center and Assn., said, “We 
know that far too many people still sub- 
consciously classify epilepsy with lunacy, 
leprosy and the so-called unclean dis- 
eases.” 

COSMOPOLITAN magazine for 
April woman suffering from multiple 
sclerosis who had difficulty finding 
job because her disease said this: 
told them (prospective employers) 
that didn’t have leprosy, had 
ple sclerosis, and that had tell them 
purpose.” 

Molly Mayfield’s column (one 
those advice deals) the Long Beach, 
PRESS TELEGRAM, man 
poses this question: “How can con- 
vince wife that cancer not like 
leprosy?” 

every instance, person harmed 
cular disease blissfully makes direct 
indirect reference leprosy the 
ultimate horror. They just must not 
know that, according the medical 
world, leprosy scientific name. 
Their uses are certainly not scientific. 

There are reasons for believing that 
the word fast becoming 
obnoxious its hand-maiden “leper”. 
more and more frequently used 
for connotative meaning rather than 
indicate disease. 


For example, Len Wilbur’s column 
the Utica, OBSERVER, April 
says, had ‘Red Tide’ scare 
down this way (the column written 
from Tampa the other day. 
Leprosy and ‘Red Tide’ have one thing 
common, the mere mention the 
word reflects terrifying picture the 
folks’ right about that, 
does. 


column entitled “The Jackpot” 
the St. Joseph, Mo., NEWS-PRESS 
this comment, “Now they shy away 
from were leprosy.” (He had 
reference newspapers shying from 
anything that hints payola.) 
Semantic Branding Iron 

The East Liverpool, Ohio, REVIEW 
March carried the notice that the 
Lisbon Church women would hold 
sewing bee” certain date. 

the past there have been 
bridges”, teas” and all nature 
activities devoted the “lepers”. 

wonder why someone hasn’t had 
“leper barbecue.” 

Helpful Vagabond 

column “The Vagabond” 
the Passaic, HERALD NEWS 
March 17, carries some very helpful and 
accurate information Hansen’s disease. 
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Samoa Bulletin 


The Donohugh Case 


Special THE STAR 
Apia, Western Samoa, April 


The government American Samoa 
has been giving close attention over the 
past two weeks what has been called 
the Donohugh case. The incident revol- 
ves around claims Dr. Donohugh 
that leprosy being allowed increase 
alarmingly the American group 
islands. 


While these claims are being investi- 
gated more and more the attention 
Western Samoa directed towards the 
case. felt that with regular air serv- 
ices operation there greater inter- 
course between the two main islands 
Tituila and Upolu and disease that 
might affect the one could have very 
real consequences the other. 


The following report comes from our 
correspondent Pago Pago. 


Legislature Investigating 
Leprosy Charges 


Following the publication 
article the March 28th issue TIME 
magazine, the Legislature American 
Samoa has been Special Com- 
mittee sessions investigate the facts 
this particular case. Meetings were 
commenced April 7th. Dr. Donald 
Donohugh stated that discussed the 
leprosy problem with free lance writer 
Menard, who sent story TIME 
magazine. Dr. Donohugh stated saw 
the draft written Mr. Menard prior 
its mailing and that when the maga- 
zine published same had been 
changed. added that very diffi- 
cult clarify the leprosy situation 
locally many words, order that 
the average reader can readily under- 
stand it. addition Dr. Donohugh, 
several hospital employees have been 
questioned, Today, Dr. Lawrence 
Winter, Director Medical Services, 
will take the stand. first, when 
was learnt that reports had been sent 
off without prior approval local au- 
thorities, Dr. Donohugh had been sus- 
pended from all duties. was re- 
instated shortly after, pending forth- 
coming visit medical team due here 
shortly make medical survey the 
leprosy situation. names have been 
published the Department the 
Interior, but they state that doctor 
from Carville, Louisiana and Public 
Health Service Consultant will cho- 
sen for the mission. 


interview with Dr. Winter 
the subject, showed that not 
agreement with Dr. Donohugh’s 


May-June, 1960 


pinion concerning leprosy increases. 
His statement quoted herewith. 
“During the past year the Medical 
Department has been aware that there 
merican Samoa than has hitherto been 
established. adequate, well-done 
survey would uncover some cases that 
are not listed; any such survey any 
area similar his would undoubtedly 
reveal new cases. How many cases exist 
not know, and the only possible 
survey objective basis with 
careful evaluation the results. 


“Such survey was initiated 
January 1960 the District. 
(Dr. Donohugh accompanied Dr. 
Winter this visit) large num- 
bers leprosy cases was found which 
diagnosis acceptable criteria could 
made. About people were found 
have signs which possibly could 
related leprosy but may the re- 
sidual findings healed leprosy. There 
was evidence activity and there 
was indication leprosy except the 
enlargement one more nerves. 
Biopsy one these nerves revealed 
normal nerve with sign leprosy. 


“It has been position that these 
people should followed closely and 
rechecked frequently; that, possible 
they examined qualified lepro- 
logist, and everything done evaluate 
these findings, carefully and objectively. 
Most authorities leprosy are cautious 
against leaping diagnosis this 
disease unless there good, sound 
basis for such diagnosis; otherwise 
irrevocable harm can done the 
patient labelling him with disease 
that still carries stigma the mind 
the layman. 


“Above all, since large number 
active leprosy patients was discovered, 
there cause become panic- 
stricken and treat everyone for this dis- 
ease. Rather the need for more careful 
evaluation made more obvious. 
should pointed out that the number 
patients the leprosarium (11) 
the same was year ago. More 
patients are the leprosy register, but 
many these patients have not had the 
benefit diagnosis based ob- 
jective findings that have been properly 
evaluated.” 


Donohugh Hearing Completed 


The Legislature wound its com- 
mittee hearings the Dr. Donohugh 
case Monday, April 18th, after eight 
days public hearings and two 


TAR 


preparation. Speaker the House, the 
Hon. Aifili Lauvao stated that this was 
the longest investigation Fono 
History. added findings would not 
published until after the medical 
team from the U.S. had made its survey 


actual leprosy conditions American 
Samoa. 


The medical team for the ar- 
rived American Samoa May for 
three weeks survey “actual leprosy 
conditions” there. 


The team Dr. Byron Olson, Chief 
the Epidemiology Branch the Car- 
ville Public Health Service Hospital, 
top calibre scientist, and Dr. Paul 
Fasal, San Raphael, PHS con- 
sultant leprosy, and expert cli- 
nician, with long experience this 


field. The job could not better 
hands. 


THE STAR will publish the findings 
the PHS team soon possible 
after they are available. 


Drops Sharply 
Hawaii 


Only five new cases Hansen’s dis- 
were reported Hawaii last year 
against the previous year, the 
State Health Department has an- 
nounced. 


Health Officials could give reason 
for the sharp decrease, commenting that 


was “only because fewer were 
discovered.” 


Ten new cases were listed 1958, 


thirteen 1957, and there were 
T956. 


Unit Hawaii Receive 
More Federal Funds 1961 


Washington, D.C.-While 
transition statehood not quite 
complete, the 1961 budget 
made public January 18, treats Hawaii 
state providing public works 
appropriations and other areas 
federal spending. 


Hawaii will receive about $1,000,000 
this year for cost treating persons 
afflicted with disease. The 
budget recommends $1,200,000 
ment next year. Average daily patient 
load expected 265 1961. 
This compares with 273 daily patient 
load the Carville Hospital which 
had appropriation $2,100,000 this 
year. Next year’s Carville budget has 
not been acted Congress. 
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Biblical Leprosy, Wholly Diseases 
Conclusion Netherlands Physician Searching Study 


bat | 

scholarly paper Leprosy and the Bible Dr. 
the Netherlands has been abstracted 
Gen. Sir William MacArthur, eminent British medical his- 
torian, and published the Feb. 1960, issue the TROPI- 
CAL DISEASES BULLETIN, (Vol. 57, No. 2). 

The paper makes searching study the word 
the bible which translated today leprosy and general 
concludes that there connection: between Biblical leprosy 
and the disease known that name today. Dr. Gramberg 
further contends that the Bible largely responsible for the 
stigma wrongfully attached the disease today. 

Although MacArthur does not say many words, 
the tone his abstract indicates that agreement with 
Dr. Gramberg. 

Dr. Gramberg has supplied THE STAR with both the 
Dutch and English copies his paper and has further advised 
Bible translators which circulated all over the world. 
order promote the circulation this fine paper, THE 
STAR will happy send English copies anyone inter- 
ested. 

Dr. Gramberg one today’s foremost advocates 
change from the mistaken name leprosy. has been for 
almost years and first became aware this need while 
serving superintendent so-called leprosy sanitarium 
Indonesia. 

Dr. Gramberg’s conclusions are aptly summarized Mac- 
Arthur’s abstract this manner: 

“There can doubt concept the word 
may have conveyed the ancient Hebrew mind, 
the morbid conditions described the Book Leviticus 
under this name were not what called leprosy today; yet 
the fears aroused zara’ath and the harsh treatment the 
‘unclean’ sufferers Old Testament times, still continue 
distort the general attitude towards wholly different 

The abstract notes that Dr. Gramberg’s “moving arguments 


from patient: does the medical world which has 
the power change ill-fated lot one small word re- 
fuse free disease from its stigma, the Biblical name lep- 
(This plea was made former STAR staffer, Bet.y 
Martin, author Miracle Carville, and originally appeared 
THE STAR.) 


Dr. Gramberg proposes his paper that the disease 
called leontiasis. not agree with this particular name 
for number reasons foremost among them the fact that 
such name would tend accent the idea disfigurement 
now attached the disease. Too, the leonine type the 
disease very rare this country, know, and probably 
very rare other parts the world well. not now 
rare other parts the world, then will soon because 
the World Health Organization’s assistance various 
governments instituting sulfone therapy which will eventu- 
ally eliminate that type. 

Dr. Edgar Johnwick, medical officer charge 
Carville said, the connotations” the word leontiasis 
would handicap teaching. Also, the word has medieval 
connotation which harks back not quite but almost far 
the biblical term. 

Dr. Gramberg defends his suggested word pointing ou: 
that the word leontiasis has the advantage having abso- 
lutely connection with the Bible. 

are complete accord with Dr. Gramberg’s general 
aim not his specific word. are fortunate have man 
his calibre our side and know that only dis- 
cussion this question that truly proper name can found. 

Dr. Gramberg knows that his efforts will not widely 
accepted for said letter, “... have very little hope 
that proposal will reach result thorough dis- 
cussion the INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL LEP- 
ROSY nor the social section the next International Con- 
gress Leprology. But still one has try!” 

Indeed have try and “leprosy victims” all over the 
world should grateful Dr. Gramberg and the handful 
others who are working the same direction. 


The Thailand M:tter 


The Rev. Robert Bradburn, who 
works under the Presbyterian Missions 
Lampang Province, Thailand, has 
sent copy his lengthy rejoinder 
some the issues raised the letter 
from Dr. Wade, Culion, Philip- 
pines, editor the INTER- 
NATIONAL JOURNAL LEPRO- 
SY, which was published THE 
STAR (Jan.-Feb., 1960). 

issue between them the nature 
the leprosy work being done Lam- 
pang Province. The whole thing arose 
after THE STAR (Sept.-Oct.) errone- 
ously attributed Rev. Bradburn 
statement the effect that most case 
finding and treatment Thailand 
being carried out lay people. Rev. 
Bradburn had said this the case 
Lampang Province only. The error 
was ours and apologized for it, 
(Crow for Lunch, STAR, Jan.-Feb. 
1960) 

Now, however, Mr. Bradburn has 


written Dr. Wade defense the 
present leprosy work Lampang 
Province. Dr. Wade forwarded the 
letter Dr. Ramon Miquel, senior 
WHO leprologist, Leprosy Control Proj- 
ect, Kohn Kaen, Thailand. letter 
Mr. Dr. Miquel defends 
Dr. Wade’s letter “entirely 
and cites the work now being done 
Thailand. There are 35,000 leprosy 
patients being treated present 
“well qualified medical including 
three international 
Dr. Miquel says. 

Dr. Miquel agrees that leprosy work 
being done lay people Lam- 
pang Province present, but adds 
that his organization plans begin 
field operations Northern Thailand 
next year. 

the one hand have the “official 
leprosy control” program sponsored 
the Thailand government with the co- 
operation the WHO and UNICEF 
contending that the work being done 
Lampang “not proper leprosy 


and Mr. Bradburn the other 
hand saying, the best and his 
associates can absence abundant 
professional help. 

The point would like make 
that that the victims 
the disease are greatly disturbed over 
who helping them long they 
are being helped, Protes- 
tant, Catholic, WHO staff member 
Presbyterian missionary. 

have received copies ex- 
change correspondence, between: Mr. 
Bradburn, Dr. Wade, and Dr. Miquel, 
all rather lengthy communications. 
seems started something, but 
not wish continue the matter 
length the pages THE STAR. 
think, however, that Rev. Brad- 
burn deserves credit for what 
which readily admits. 

There saying: “You can get 
almost anything done you don’t care 
who gets the credit.” think ap- 
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Memorial Tribute toa Friend 


THE STAR staff, mourn the 
loss one our most devoted friends, 
Thomas Williams Columbia, 
South Carolina. Mr. Williams, 66, died 
April 21, after long illness. 
survived his widow, Mrs. Helen 
Gayle Williams, four daughters, son, 
and nine grandchildren. 


Tom Williams was retired and 
executive, and the 
Columbia STATE called Mr. Williams 
one the city’s “finest and most highly 
esteemed 


was active the American 
Legion (Boys State, Legion Junior base- 
ball and rehabilitation programs were 
his greatest Legion projects) and espe- 
cially the 40&8, which organization 
had held both state and national 
offices. His work the 40&8 brought 
Carville and THE STAR his atten- 
tion. His deep concern for humanity 
was stirred, and became one the 
most ardent supporters our edu- 
cational program. This was 1947 
when was Grand Chef (State Com- 
mander) the South Carolina 40&8 
and from then on, 
headed the Forty and STAR 
subscription campaign South Caro- 
lina. Under.his active leadership, South 
Carolina always finished among THE 
STAR’s Big Ten subscription getters, 
and last year, his state finished second 
only California. 


Through almost 
spondence, Tom Williams was familiar 
name around THE STAR offices, and 
although had never met him, 
looked upon him old friend. Then 
July, 1959, Tom and Helen Williams 
drove over from South Carolina 
spend the weekend with Hank and Ann 
Page Simon their country place, and 
Sunday afternoon Carville. For 
Tom, this visit Carville was the ful- 
fillment long cherished wish, and 
for THE STAR staff, was rich 
experience. 


Tom Williams has described himself 
“old shoe” sort person, and 
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proved just that, warm and friend- 
The Louisiana Voyageurs (Forty 
and who joined the 
party THE STAR staff gave honor 
Mr. and Mrs. Williams were all im- 
pressed with our South Carolina friends. 


was like Tom Williams that during 
the last few weeks his life, 


was patient the Providence Hospital 


Columbia, that should interest the 
doctors and nurses the hospital the 
educational program THE STAR. 


His son wrote, “My father had 
planned, upon his release from the 
hospital, send THE STAR the 
nurses.” T.C. Williams, Jr. entered the 
subs THE STAR memorial 
his father, and one his daughters, 
Mrs. Derwin Lamb Tokyo, Japan, 
made generous contribution our 
Fund his memory. 


memorial tribute our friend, 
should like paraphrase line from 
Leigh Hunt’s Abou Ben Adhem, 
Thomas Williams one who loved 
his fellow men”. 


STAR Makes SCOPE 


THE STAR, which spends most 
its time writing about others found the 
shoe the other foot the April 
issue SCOPE WEEKLY. 


The with pictures 
cites THE against the 
semantical myth so-called leprosy. 
also presents some THE 
other functions this hospital-com- 


SCOPE WEEKLY published 
Physicians News Service, Inc., New 
York, for the Upjohn Co., Kalamazoo, 
Mich., one the oldest, most reputable 
pharmaceutical firms the United 
States. SCOPE’s purpose “inform 
physicians and their associates the 
medical profession current develop- 
ments the field medicine and 
related sciences without bias special 
interest.” 


The story THE STAR was written 
Mr. Dudley Straus Physicians 
News Service, Inc., who 
ested THE STAR after seeing one 
the copies which are sent his news 
service regularly. termed his work 
the article “meaningful experi- 
ence,” and went great pains 
chieve absolute accuracy. 


STAR did not expect big 
return mail from the busy doctors 
result the article, but did result 
some new subscriptions. Among them 
was one from Dr. Robert Bogue Los 
Angeles, Calif., who took time out 
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say that THE STAR right its con- 
tention that the proper name this 
ailment Hansen’s disease. 


one point the article about THE 
STAR says this: 


“It (THE STAR) never censored 
the hospital staff, according Dr. 
Edgar Johnwick, Officer 
Charge, and clearly admirer the 
magazine.” 


The story cites the “double disability” 
patients with so-called leprosy must 


live with and tells this interesting inci- 
dent: 


“The mythology that clings the 
word ‘leprosy’ pervasive that the 
patient himself often has assisted 
through the trauma diagnosis. Dr. 
F.C. Lendrum Chicago tells one 
patient who was relieved discover 
that what had been incorrectly diag- 
nosed HD, disease that mildly 
communicable one stage, rare and 
controllable, was reality cancer.” 


The article closes: 


“This mythology the target THE 
STAR whose motto the 
Light Truth Hansen’s Disease’. 
For while the stigma persists, the patient 
with arrested may well fear 
return everyday life and may 
driven seek sanctuary rather than 
the return completely normal life 
that open him.” 


THE STAR grateful SCOPE 
for its kind words and consequent 
program. 
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ALA Aids Disaster Vidims 


THE STAR and its editor served the catalyst which 
initiated the reactions necessary see substantial aid from 
the American Legion Auxiliary sent the stricken pa- 


tients Culion Sanitarium, Palawan, Philippines. 


Wenatchee, Wash., National Rehabilitation Chairman 
the ALA, informs that the auxiliary appropriated $2,500 
from its Disaster Relief Fund for the assistance the victims 
two typhoons which ravaged the sanitarium late last 
year. 


The plight these unfortunate patients came the 
attention THE STAR letter from Mateo Dollen- 
tas, patient Culion. Dollentas said typhoon Gilda hit 
Culion Dec. with winds 140 miles per hour. His 
home was heavily damaged and other homes and dormitories 
were damaged destroyed. The water supply was affected 
with the result that patients had carry water mile. 


Total damage was estimated half million pesos, and 
the Philippines government was unable apparently give 
the degree assistance needed Culion, because was 
overwhelmed the needs other provinces well. 


Apparently two typhoons hit, for later letter, Dollen- 


Children Patients Not Inherit Disease 


The American Legion Auxiliary, has 
also made generous contribution 
Our Lady the Star Nursery Tala, 
near Manila. 


The nursery, which observed its 10th 
anniversary last year, the domicile 
children born Hansen’s disease 
patients the nearby Central Luzon 
Sanitarium for Tala, Philippines. 


The Nursery has grown from small 
dining-room the Sisters’ Convent, 
two-story building housing 150 babies, 
and five cottages with capacity 
Though the mothers these children 
have Hansen’s disease, the babies 
not. Right after birth, the infant 
brought the Nursery and they grow 
normal and healthy children. 
this date, none the 550 children, 
reared the Nursery, has contracted 
Hansen’s disease. 


Hospital Saves 


tas referred typhoons Gilda and Harriet. Commodities 
soared old clothes solicited. 


THE STAR contacted relief agencies first effort 
help the patients, but finally decided write Mrs. Ahne- 
miller asking that she call the problem the attention 
the Legion Auxiliary the Philippines. usual the Auxili- 
ary went beyond what was asked and itself took the job 
helping. 


informing their fine action, Mrs. Ahnemiller 
praised Mr. Layton Hurst the Auxiliary’s Washington 
office for the “quite little doing” took see the project 
through. 


The National President the American Legion Auxiliary, 
Mrs. Alexander Gray, Brownsville, Tenn., and the National 
Finance Committee approved the Culion project and Jane 
Gould Mayer, National Secretary, ALA, Indianapolis, helped 
see the project through. Robert Philips, National ex- 
ecutive Committeeman, The American Legion, Manila, gave 
invaluable cooperation. 


The entire Auxiliary praised for considerable 
“doing” behalf the Culion patients. 


‘The bambinos are well taken care Our Lady the Star Nursery, Tala. 


The Franciscan Missionaries Mary are charge the Nursery. 


Children Patients 


Studies Kalaupapa Settlement, 
(Molokai, Hawaii) hospital for Han- 
sen’s disease patients, indicate that 
children born infected mothers seem 
safe from their parents birth. 

The conclusion was drawn re- 
port Dr. Robert Worth Berke- 
ley, California, based upon earlier re- 
search Dr. Lloyd Aycock, pro- 
fessor preventive medicine 


Harvard Medical School. 

was reported recent issue 
the Hawaii Medical Journal. 

Dr. Worth compares present infection 
rates with those the settlement before 
1929, when nearly 200 1,000 children 
died infancy. 

Since that time, children have been 
separated from their mothers birth 
and the mortality rate decreased sharply. 
the born between 1930 and 1949, 
none had developed the disease 


1959. —Honolulu STAR BULLETIN, 
Apr. 18, 1960. 
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INEXPLICABLE CONTRADICTION 


Thank you for the marked copy the 
March-April issue your With- 
out desiring have the last word, feel 
that justice our side the story should 
clarified. failed make impli- 
clear when said that because some 
300 physicians attended the Medical Rounds 
which the Hansen patient was shown, 
felt impelled give the information the 
newspapers. 

implication was that with that many 
persons attendance, some newspaperman 
would get hold the story and would then 
get after the Health Department for failing 
keep them informed such juicy 
newspaper morsel. 

You might better point your finger 
your fellow newspaper writers than the 
medical men. 

Clement Silverman, M.D. 
Deputy Commissioner Health 
City Syracuse 
Department Health 
Syracuse, N.Y. 

* 


concede that Dr. 
not assured that none the 300 doctors 
who saw the case would not directly 
indirectly make the information available 
the press and thus put the health depart- 
ment the bad graces the newspapers. 
But, aside from the handling the pub- 
licity, the fact remains that the man was 
unnecessarily placed isolation which puts 
the health department the position 
saying the one hand that the case not 
dangerous but the other hand imposing 
restrictions which clearly indicate that the 
doubly strange when one considers that 
s-ores patients are today going about 
their business without restriction pub- 
licity New York 


* * ok 


MILLION, MODERATE ESTIMATE 


have just read your issue March- 
April, and congratulate you your “scoop” 
getting the most interesting article 
Dr. Hugh Johnson. was recently 
India and saw something the truly 
wonderful results being achieved plastic 
and reconstructive surgery. What impressed 
most was the astonishing bound the 
patient morale, both the patients who 
had been given the operations and pa- 
tients who witnessed the effect. 

the first five lines the article Dr. 
Johnson states “Among the 400 million 
Indians have heard estimated that there 
are million South India alone with 
active Hansen’s disease”. Sure Dr. Johnson 
has misheard something, for the highest 
estimate heard when India was mil- 
lion for the whole India. Will you 
enquire Dr. Johnson about this? there 
has been error, please correct 
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print, does good the general 
cause allow inflated figures pass. 

Dr. James Ross Innes 

Medical Secretary, BELRA 

Editor, LEPROSY REVIEW 

London, England 

Miy source information obviously was 

wrong. will not mention his name for 
fear embarrassing him. sure the 
figure was given good faith. sure 
that Dr. James Ross Innes’ figure was also 
given good faith. think the fact 
emphasized this: Both are only estimates, 
for any statistic that comes from India 
open question. Suffice say either 
eight million two million, “that’s ... lot 

Hugh Johnson, M.D. 

Rockford Memorial Medical Bldg. 

Rockford, 


* * * 


According Dr. Subrahmanyam, 
paper given the All India Leprosy 
Conference, Bombay, Dec. 1959, “It esti- 
mated that there are about million cases 
leprosy India, which moderate 

* * 


PHOTOGRAPHER’S DEFENSE 


not suppose that have tell you 
that somewhat disturbed your re- 
actions article JUBILEE maga- 
zine (Feb. 1960). Disturbed not because 
someone may take issue with article for 
which responsible, but because was 
you particular who took issue such 
fashion that unbecoming your position 
and obligations editor. 

very first visit Carville aroused 
such deep sympathy for the cause the 
patients that determined assist that 
cause the manner which can best 
well trained and which enjoy some 
measure professional respect. That first 
visit was made for Three Lions, Inc., Pub- 
lishers, and resulted story for TODAY’S 
HEALTH magazine. second visit, the one 
which you speak, was for the purpose 
fulfilling two assignments; one for JUBI- 
LEE magazine centering the work the 
Sisters; and the second for M.D. magazine 
hospital and its progress combating the 
disease. Both were ideas that originated 
with and were assigned because the 
editors liked the ideas and approved 
approach. With deep sense integrity 
have always approached work and have 
certainly applied that same sense integrity 
When photographing the people Carville 
who have completely captured sympa- 
thy and Therefore quite 
obvious that these assignments are the 
direct result desire aid your cause. 

First all, should like say that 
realize that you are definite disad- 
vantage not being able see the photo- 


graphs yourself and having depend 
upon someone else for description them. 
think, had been otherwise, your re- 
action might have been decidedly more 
positive, for page twelve the article 
there photograph which shows the 
Sisters surgery. that same page there 
also photograph Sister with pa- 
tient Occupational Therapy normal 
relationship without wearing any mask 
any way avoiding normal contact with 
the patient. page nine photo- 
graph shows Sister the Ophthalmic 
normal contact with patient 
again taking unusual precautions other 
than observing normal sanitary etiquette. 
again page fourteen, where the 
shown working with 
patient. Throughout all the photo- 
graphs emphatically made point, 
the captions well the pictures, 
demonstrate that there decidedly 
effort -whatsoever made anyone the 
hospital to.avoid contact with the patients. 
further emphasize this point 
ticular sought out situation where 
could show volunteer who the 
hospital from the outside with 
patients. The full page photograph that 
closes the article one woman volun- 
teer from Baton Rouge who periodically 
comes the hospital read pa- 
tients and help some with their educational 
pursuits. Here again the relationship shown 
normal and affable any that might 
pictured any hospital the country. 
When photographs were submitted 
the magazine, these points were strongly 
stressed the caption material which 
supplied with each picture. Similarly, the 
editors magazine have prerogative 
not using the captions that.are supplied 
for their edification. 

point made about the photographing 
individuals. Every person photographed 
was informed the purpose photo- 
graphs and had given his consent 
photographing him and the use the 
picture the magazine. 
also evident from the tone your 
comments that you are unaware the fact 
that the article written Pauline Holman 
was constructed from the voluminous re- 
search material which prepared for the 
purpose, which emphasized the time 
the material the editor. 
Doesn’t seem rather incongruous you 
pull one photograph completely out 
the context the entire article and thereby 
devaluate much what was accom- 
plished positive desire impart 
more wholesome understanding your 
problems the general public? 

Sincerely hope through this letter 
eradicate the “paradox” that you assumed 
exist, and that you will see fit retract 
your harsh criticism and help open the way 
better understanding and free dissemi- 
nation accurate information about Han- 
sen’s disease. 

Berni Schoenfield 
Photographer 
New York, N.Y. 

ok ok * 

not feel that there anything for 
THE STAR retract this case. 
were not critical the article, but the 
cover photograph particular. The article 
and the accompanying photographs inside 
were good and said much. were 
indeed unaware that Mr. had 
any part the writing and did 
commended for that. 

THE STAR did not lift the cover photo- 
graph out context. was, its use 
the cover photograph, placed out’ context. 


FROM 


whoever was responsible for the layout 
the magazine, whoever recommended 
its use cover photograph. The photo- 
graph is, not deny, 
dramatic one and the fact that was se- 
lected for the cover probably mere 
happenstance. 


Many readers, our opinion, would ob- 
serve the front cover without ever looking 
inside. 

THE STAR cites its comments only 
two patients who said photographs them 
were used without their permission. Those 
two people still say that was the case and 
believe them.—Ed. 


PITT PHYSICIAN INTERESTED 


Thank you for the March-April issue 
THE STAR which there article 
activity with Hansen’s disease. In- 
deed interest the disease has been 
primary interest for quite some time. 
know Dr. Riordan, and have had 
opportunity see the work carrying 
out Carville. 


always good learn the activities 
Carville. 
William White, M.D. 
Medical Arts Bldg. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Dr. Daniel Riordan New Orleans, 
consultant orthopedic surgery. Dr. Rior- 
dan one the outstanding medical men 
the country his field, especially 
hand surgery.—Ed. 


PACIFIC 


have been immensely interested Car- 
ville since first heard several years 
ago, and would love visit you. 


would like placed your mailing 
st. 


Ours very small and “outback’? Lepro- 
sarium comparison with yours; there are 
Melanesian patients here from many 
different Pacific islands. Our “turnover” 
each year good main difficulty 
get them all. They manage 
find all sorts (usually intangible) excuses 
stay produce symptoms which can’t 
disprove. 

Very few them speak understand 
English, many them understand some 
Pidgin English, and quite few (mostly the 
women) doggedly understand language only. 
However, gestures and the tone voice 
can work wonders where there 
common language, (as doubt, some 
the American boys discovered when they 
were the Pacific). 

Miss Pamela Crawford 
St. Francis Leprosarium 
Fauaku, Malaita, 

British Solomon Islands 
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FROM THE 
EDITOR'S 


the story page M.G.H. re- 
researcher, Dr. Calkins, speaks 
“known. infectious bacillus leprosy” 
wih apparently the same factor the 
blood some rheumatoid arthritis, 
and Dr. Calkins ponders, “Could arth- 
ritis caused infectious agent 
against which some antibody reacts?” 


the same token presume ask, 
could Hansen’s disease brought about 
the same nature reaction 
process Dr. Calkins cited discussing 
rheumatoid For while 
“known infectious agent” generally 
credited causing Hansen’s disease, 
this has not been proved beyond reason- 
able doubt. “The human 
cillus, Mycobacterium leprae, was the 
first organism reported the etiological 
agent specific disease man. De- 
spite this fact, the only pathogenic 
bacterium that has not been cultured 
artificial media transmitted ani- 
mals, even transmitted experimental- 
within the natural host.” 


Similar Therapy 


The use cortisone the treatment 
rheumatoid arthritis considered 
one the major accomplishments 
the study this disease the past 
decade. Cortisone used with some 
success treating acute reactions 
Hansen’s disease. 

interest that similar therapy 
seems effective some extent 
both diseases. anti-malarial drug, 
chloroquin, has been found have anti- 
rheumatic action. anti-malarial drug 
has been found some value treating 
acute reactions Hansen’s disease. 

Come think it, way back the 
thirties, when chaulmoogra oil was all 
had the way treatment 
Hansen’s disease, Carville consultant 
from New Orleans told that was 
using chaulmoogra oil treat patients 
with rheumatism, and helped them, 
too, said. 

wonder sulfone therapy has 
been tried rheumatoid arthritis. 


Quid Pro Quo 


research Hansen’s disease leads 
clues other diseases, follows that 
research other diseases “can lead 
clues Hansen’s disease, and all this 
interchange ideas, techniques, etc., 
one the most heartening and con- 
structive developments 
disease many moons. long last the 
sign this field marked “leprologists 
only-no trespassing” has come down. 

The radical change approach 
within the medical profession 
was evidenced the recent visit this 


STAR 


hospital Graham Weddell, pro- 
fessor Oxford, and Australian 
scientist, Dr. Keith Richardson. Both 
are currently teaching assignments 
Washington University School 
Medicine, St. Louis, and both 
come intensely interested research 
Hansen’s disease. 

his research, Dr. Weddell, dis- 
tinguished anatomist, has found that 
the study cutaneous sensibility 
Hansen’s disease very valuable tool 
the study similar condition 
certain other diseases, and vice versa. 
account our interview with Dr. 
Weddell and Dr. Richardson will appear 
the next issue. 


Stress and Strain 


Dr. Miller’s paper “The Psychiatry 
Hansen’s Disease”, page was read 
the Central Neuropsychiatric Assn. 
meeting New Orleans, October, 1959, 
and appears THE STAR for the 
first time print. Much the materi- 
Dr. Miller’s paper was taken from 
literature. “In effect,” says, 
“my paper compilation current 
medical facts with some own 
opinions.” think Dr, Miller’s paper 
neglected, but increasingly more im- 
portant aspect the problem the 
emotions. 

There dearth material this 
subject medical literature, but co- 
incidental with Dr. Miller’s paper, two 
papers similar nature recently 
reached our desk. One, “Emotion Cited 
Influence Hansen’s Disease”, ap- 
peared staff report MEDICAL 
TRIBUNE, May, 23, 1960, and the 
other Japanese woman scientist. 
investigation patients Aiseien, 
national leprosarium Japan, Dr. 
Miyeko Kamiya the Department 
Neuropsychiatry, 
School Medicine, found that “The 
incidences functional and organic 
psychosis were within the limits those 
the normal population.” 

have been told that the incidence 
psychosis Carville also within 
the limits the normal population. 
But there are those who say otherwise 
and sometimes think they are right. 
Well, all have threshold, the 
psychiatrisis say, except course, thee 
and me. 


Long Way ‘Round 


One THE subscribers 
India likes our paper much that 
sent sub for frends the 
couple living Baton Rouge. 
(Baton Rouge just miles from this 
hospital.) 
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Hansen’s disease was not known 
Biblical times and has not the slightest 
resemblance Zaraath. The unfortu- 
nate notion that Hansen’s 
disease has semantic basis only, the 
word leprosy has been used for many 
different diseases the course time. 
Even superficial reading the thir- 
teenth chapter Leviticus sufficient 
convince any physician that six 
seven conditions which are defined un- 
der the Hebrew word zaraath had noth- 
ing common with what called 
leprosy today. 


These statements are supported 
authoritative proof contained scien- 
tific treatises (Drs. Cochrane, Lendrum, 


MacArthur and Tas). Reprints are 
available from THE STAR. 


International medical experts agree 
that any scheme for the control “lep- 
rosy” will depend for its success 
educated public opinion. 


not apparent that the disease 
call leprosy anywhere specifically re- 
ferred the Bible. tragic that 
words lepra and leprosy should ever 
have been attached the disease 
now know those names, for with the 
names have gone all the Biblical mis- 
conceptions contagiousness and fear 
‘hat harass victims the disease 
today. (Modern Concepts Leprosy 


Harry Arnold, Jr., M.D., Charles 
Thomas, publisher.) 


Since Biblical associations with the 
disease are major factor the lepra- 
phobia today, change terminolo- 
would contribute saner public 
immediate step ac- 
complishing the disassociation would 
the Old Testament name 
and identify the Hansen infection 
scientifically accurate and descriptive 
name, name which would enable the 
general public better understand the 
nature the disease and the medical 
advances which have been made 
treating it. 


The medical world considers Hansen’s disease “mildly 
communicable,” but susceptibility much greater 
and young children, and decreases with age. also proba- 
ble that many cases the susceptibility familial, but 
not hereditary disease. Hansen’s disease rarely acquired 
the marital relationship. continental United States, 
endemic foci are limited certain areas Louisiana, Texas 
and Florida; California considered “slightly Out- 
side these States, Hansen’s disease rarely communi- 
cated contacts that from public health standpoint 
might considered practically non-communicable dis- 
ease. This statement supported Dr. G.W. McCoy and 
other medical men with long experience the field. 


Facts, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick), furnish indub- 
itable proof that Hansen’s disease the least communicable 
all communicable diseases. 


The hospital Carville was founded years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing statf 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very sim- 
ple precautions, not comparable with those they would take 
dealing with diphtheria, typhoid and other communicable 
diseases. 


Despite the fact that among the many hospitals and settle- 
ments for Hansen’s disease scattered throughout the world, 
thousands well workers, religious and lay, have been 
daily association with the patients, the incidence infection 
very small. some these cases reasonable doubt exisis 
whether not the individual acquired the infection 
the institution. This especially true when the infected per- 
son native section the country where the disease 
occurs frequently when the disease known have ex- 
isted the family. During its years existance, hundreds 
persons from neighboring communities have been em- 
ployed the Carville hospital plumbers, painters, 
teria help, clerical workers, laboratory technicians, orderlies, 
etc. With but one possible exception native endemic 
area Louisiana) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic States the 
Union, and one would expect more cases develop sheer 
coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, good father never took any 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhy- 
gienic conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, 
worked daily intimate contact with patients for more than 
years without contracting the disease. 


Hansen’s disease not included the list reportable 
diseases New York (exclusive New York City) and 
Vermont, and patients those States are subjected re- 
strictions. New York City, patients are permitted 
about their usual activities but may not food handlers, 
nor take care children and the sick. 

Eleven States (Alabama, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Minnesota, New Hampshire, New Jersev, North Dakota, 
Pennsylvania, South Dakota and West have re- 
quirements except reporting. General regulations for control 
communicable diseases, however, may invoked. Massa- 
chusetts, Michigan and North Dakota specifically have “no 
restrictions” regards isolation patients. 

* * * * * * * * 

1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ generally accepted the 
causative agent HD. appearance and size closely re- 
sembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the tubercle ba- 
cillus. single organisms impossible for the laboratory 
distinguish between the two germs, 

The specific relationship Hansen’s bacillus the disease 
rests circumstantial evidence only, without the support 
direct experiment. Hundreds attempts have been made 
grow the bacillus artificial media but, unlike the germ, 
not one has succeeded, and all attempted inoculations ani- 
mals have been unsuccessful the same extent. scientist 
more than 145 recorded cases has been able infect him- 
self other human volunteers attempted inoculation 
the germ. 

The mode transmission the Hansen bacillus from one 
human being another not known, and many patients 
the best their knowledge, report they had contact with 
the disease. (Dr. Doull and his associates Cebu, Philip- 
pines, did not obtain any history contact per cent 
cases. Other investigators have had the same experience 
other countries.) 

The mode transmission one the big problems yet 
solved Hansen’s disease. This and other unknowns 
are the subject intensive research. 

The sulfone drugs, introduced Carville 1941, continue 
the most effective chemotherapeutic weapons against 
Hansen’s disease. They are “the treatment choice” the 
world They are slow action, but they can arrest the 
disease, and many patients have regained their health through 
sulfone medication and returned their and jobs. 
With modern treatment the disease need not result dis- 
figurement crippling. (Early diagnosis and prompt treat- 
ment the heart the problem.) 
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1917 
charged the U.S. Public Health 
with 
the care and treatment of Han- 
disease patients from all 
parts the United States. Be- 
cause World War action 
measure 
Then Public 
Health Service officers was 
pointed lect suitable site 
for the proposed hospital. Great 


was 


difficulty was experienced 171 
this task. State 
the matter was 
chasing from the State Lou- 
pro] 0 cupied thre Lou 


Carville’s 
about 250, consists 
officers the U.S. Pub 
lic Health Service 


Civil Service 


latter include the Daugh 
ters Charity Vincent 
Paul who came Carville 
its early davs State 

and maintain 


with government agen resources and exploring, 
cies conducting studies that promise veloping and acquiring new resources 
vield inte tion which will help motivate and prepare the patient 
control lor return his own 

Har dis Tile United States has achieved 
effect the orld leadership in medicine and 
( ng th dis tat this thre only leprosaritum 
COLSE nde the continental United States. 


